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SECTION 1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 What is the Dorset Town Plan?

The Dorset Town Plan is a comprehensive lorgange plan for the §
Town of Dorset. It states goals, obgtives, and policies to guide theg
growth and development of thetown. It is intended as a framework
upon which to base spedic future actions, regulations and biaws.

The Dorset Town Plan has been prepared by the Town of Dors
Planning Commission, undr the authority of 24 VSA, Chapter 14, §&
The Vermont Municipal and Regional Planning and Developmerji
Act. In particular, it addresses Subsection 4382 of that Act lwch @
lists the elementsto be included in a municipal plan. It alsogy .“
addresses the intent andourposes of the State legislature toresure I ! R
that the fourteen general State planning goals are met. Thesla- L
general planning gals are to be followed by municipalites, the ’E__.,_. :
Regional Planning Commissions, and State agencies so that all ma
plan in coordination with the other. An index relating tke Dorset
Town Plan to these general planning goals is included as Appendix A

. Dorset Union Store
this Plan. i 0A1 OEADB O
1816

1.2 The Municipal Plan Process in_Dorset

The Town of Dorset has had a omicipal plan since 1970which has been periodicéy
updated. This new planupdates and supesedes the2014 Dorset Town Plan. Updates are
required at least once everyeight yearsin order to revise bylaws. Updates i@ desirable to
enable the Town to direct growth basd on current data, reseach, and citizeninput.

The Planning Commission hasaviewed the factual bases for planning in Dorset. Many of the
planning factors are disussed in this Plan, either in Section2, General Planning
Background, or in the later Sections dealing with specifissues.

In order to involve the public in the planning process for Dorset, the Planning Commission
conducteda survey and a number of medings in 2013 to elicit input about the future of the
town. In 2018, the Energy Committeeadaptedthe 2013 Town Energy Assessmeinasan Act
174-compliant energy chapter with support of the Bennington County Regional
Commission. The Planning Commission als®olicited direct input from Town boards and
commissions, and munici@l employees. Public and private town and region wide intest
groups were invited to provide infor mation and address drafts of the Plan. Information was
also derived from public meetirg minutes, and meetings held for speal purposes.

Dorset is in Bemington County, and is a part of the planning area of theeBnington County
Regional Commission (BCB. The BCRC has had a Regional Plan since 1970, which was last
updated in 2015. The Town has reviewed the data presented irthe Regional Plan, and has
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worked with the Regional Commission to develop a Plan wdhi is conpatible.

This Dorset Town Plan leadghe town in a direction which builds upon factual bases, takes
into consideration the expressed opinions of the local citizes, s compatible with the
Regpnal Plan, and addresses the State legislative genepénning goals.

In 2013, the Planning Commision was aided in its update of the Dorset Town Plan by a
resident Build z Out Survey nade available by a grant through the &partment of Housing
and Commurity Affairs. The results are included as Appendix C drgave abaseline picture

I £ OA OE A Aelg@ald &nd hedds And Bbw they envision thetown.

1.3 How This Plan is Used

Framework

This Plan provides a Statement oDbjectives (Section 3) and thélfown policies for growth
and development by land us designdion (Section 4). Specific topics ad areas of special
concern are addressed in subsequent sections. For example, naturasources are discussed
in Section 5, lwusing in Section 6, and so foh. Also contained in this Plan are Maps; other
mapsand studies are incuded in this Plan by refeence.

In preparing or reviewing development plans, reference shall be made to all sems of the
Plan having a bearing ontte proposal.

Use by the Planmg Commission
This Plan and these policies will be ugkby the Town of Dorset Planning Commission in
many ways, including:
1 preparing bylaws and regulations;
1 responding to proposals of theRegion and various State agencies; dn
1 reviewing development applicdions in the town, in particular when such
applications are inwlved in review proceedings under Act250.

Use by Other Town, Regional, and State Boards and Commissions

This Planmay be used by the Town Selectboard in deternming their priorities for capit al
improvements. The Plan will be used by the Statenironmental Board and the District 8
Environmental Commission in making decisions on Act 250 applicationsThe Public Utility
Commission shall consult the enhanced energ policies in this Plan when reviewing
electricity generation developmentproposalsthrough the Section 28 process

Use by Resients, Businesses and Others Interested in Dorset
The Plan and policies should bef interest to all residents of Dorset whahave an interest in
its future.

1.4 Interpretation of this Plan

This Plan serves asa statenent of intent and policy. At the locé level, the Planning
7



Commission has the task of interpreting the policies of thi®lan. At the State level, the
Environmental Board, its District Commission and the Public Utility Commission must
decide whether develgpment proposals conform with this Pan. Judgments are to be made
while considering and weighing all of the planning policiesvhich have a bearing on ay
particular proposal.

The boundaries between the land use designations shown on Map 1 ardeinded to be
general, except where they coinade with defined physical features such as roadways or
watercourses. The Zoning Bylaw mazone lands more precisel, and with slight alterations
from these boundaries, as long as the intent of this Plan is resged. Natiral Resouces,
Water Resources and @nmunity Facilities locations as shown on Maps 2, 3 and 5 are also
recognized as generla and subject to amendmenbased on nore detailed site-specific data.

It is intended that all Town Plan figures and quanties shal also be considered as
approximate only, and not absolute.

SECTION 2 GENERAL PLANNING BACKGROUND

2.1 Physiography

The Tawvn of Dorset has an areaof 30,656 acres or 46.04 square miles, made up of many
types of land and waterways: flat valleyland, wetlands, rolling hills, steep mountains,
streams and rivers. 14,228 acres contain slopes in excess of 20%, and 2,880 acres have
elevations above 2500 feet

The physiography of the town may be described as two roughly nortksouth valleys, which
contain most of Dorset® development, together with parts of three north-south
mountainous areas, which define the valleys.

The easternedge of thetown runs alongthe westem slope of the Green Mountains. The
southwestern corner of the town occupies the notheastern slope of Mother Myrick
Mountain, in the Taconic Mountain Range. Thrusting into Dorset from the north is a
mountainous area,also part of the Taconic Rage, extendng south from Dorset Mountain,
whose summit, close to the northern town line, is wer 3800 feet abovesea level. A spine,
between 20006and 25000high lies between Dorset Mountain and Mount Aeolus (also called
Green Rak) about five miles to tle south. Lad falls southerly from Mount Aeolus to
become rolling land extending south to théown line.

Between the Green Mountains and theTaconics lies the well defined and rather narrow
Vermont Valley, which is Dorse® easern valley, and is known intransportation terms as
the Route 7 corridord The southern portion of this valley is drainel by the BattenKill,
which flows mostly west tothe Hudson River. The northern portion of the valleys drained
by the Otter Creek, with flows northerly to Lake Champlain.The divide between the two

1 USCensusBureau 2010 & Bennington CountyRegional Plar2002



watersheds lies a short distance north of the village foEast Doret. The agerly valley
contains thevillages of East Dorset, South Village of East Dorset, and the cluster of houses
known as North Dorset.

The westerly valley extends diagonally from approximately the midpoint of the southern
town line to the midpoint of the wedern town line. This is the Route 30 corridord This

valley also drains in two directions, with the watershed diwde constituting a Class Wwetland,

known as the Dorset Marsh, southwest of Dorset Village. Towards the southeast, thiaids

into a branchof the BattenKill; towards the northwest the flow is into the Mettawee River,
which, like the Otter, flows into Lale Champlain. This westest valley contains the villages of
Dorset and South Dorset.

A subordinate valley, known as DorseHollow, is locatedeast of Dorset Village. Thd valley
contains considerable acreage of rolling land, and also the headwaters of tMettawee
River.

The geography ofthe town divides it roughly into two development axes, both of which
radiate out from the larger urban center of Manchester to thesouth. Only one public road
within the town links the two valleys z Morse Hill Roadz which climbs over the lower

southern sde of Mount Aeolus.

2.2 Population

According to the 2010 U.S. Census, the populan of Dorset is 2,031 persons. These are
mostly year-round residents, but the figures do include some seasonal residents who
maintain residency here even thogh they are rot year-round residents.

The population of Dorset remained almost constant fromi930 to 1960. Accordng to the
1930 U.S. Censuthere were 1,120 residents in thetown, while in 1960 there were 1,150
residents, an ircrease of only 30 person#n thirty ye ars.

From 1970 to 2000, the town experienced more substantial growth. The followig table
presents the Dorset population figures snce 1970, in comparison with those of its
immediate neighbors in Bennington County, tB Bennington Regiod, Bemington County,
and with the State.
TABLE 1
Population, Dorset and Néigors, Region, County, &e 1901 2010
19701980 19801990 19962000 200062010

Town 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 % Change % Change % Change % Change
Dorset 1,293 1,643 1,918 2,036 2,031 27.5 16.4 6.1 -0.3
Manchester 2,919 3,261 3,622 4,180 4,391 11.7 11.1 15.4 50

2 The Bennington Region includes all municipalitie s in Bennington County egept Rexdsboro,
Searshurg, and Winhdl. Thesetowns are part of the Windham Region.



Peru 243 312 324 416 375 28.4 3.8 28.4 -100

Rupert 582 605 654 704 714 4.0 8.1 7.6 1.0
Sandgate 127 234 278 353 405 84.3 18.8 27.0 13.9
Bennington

Couwnty 29,282 33,345 35,845 36,994 37,125 13.9 7.5 3.2 14
Bennington Ryg. 28,279 32,308 34,516 35,387 34,951 14.3 6.8 2.5 -1.3
State of Vermont 444,330 511456 562,758 608,827 625,731 15.1 10.0 8.2 2.8

*Sources 1980, 1990, 2000, and 201QJ.S. Censtl

These fgures show that the decadef the 1970& had the highest rate of growth in Dorset in

recent history. During the 18B0&, the rate of growthin Dorset ex@eded that of its larger
neighbor Manchester to the south, as well as the Regiomuity and Sate. Hawever, in the

1990&, Dorsethad the lowest growth rate d any of its neighbors, as well as the State, but

had a sightly higher growth rate than the Regon and County) T OEA ¢nnmnéO $1
had the lowest growth rate of any of itseighbors,the growth rate was also lower thanthe

County and State growth rates as well.

Using a straightline projection method based on current populatian trends, itis possible to
forecast a population range for Dorset in the year 2020. The strdittline projection method
yields a population of2,026 for the year 2020, & a projected growth rate of-.0245% per
decade (similar to2000-2010 growth patterns) and 2,154at a projected growth rate of
6.1% per decade (similar to 19962000 growth patterns).

The Town should continue to keep an eye on ppulation growth, and research how possible
demographic changes could affegblanning and services inDorset. F@ instance, the most

recent census informationshowsthat 63% of homeowners are 55 years of ager older, and

nearly one in five of these oldethomeownersare 75 years of age or older.Yet, somepublic

commentary hassuggesed that the region® population may increase incoming decales as

a result of climate change Impacts of climate change are projected to be less severa i
places like Vermontmaking it appealing to new residentsevadingthe natural hazard events

already occurring around the wuntry. Ongoing municipal and energy planning should

consider the town® ebility to absorb some population growth in the future.

2.3 Housing

Housing in Dorset is priarily owner-occupied single family units, ahough there ae short-
term and longterm rental units and two family dwelling units. Seasonal residenes
comprise a significant proportion of Dorse housing (see Table 2 Therefore, the number
of housing unts is larger than one would expect for down with a resident pgulation of
2,031 persons.

According to the2010 U.S. Censyshere are 1,450 housing units in Dorset, of which 468are
vacation/seasonal units. This réers to units, not properties, and inclides, for example, units
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which comprise a part of a structure. Tie following Table presents housing data from the
2010 U.S. eénsus for Dorset, itsimmediate neighbors, the Region, Bennington County, and
the State.

TABLE 2
Seasonal/Vacation and YeaRoundHousing Units(Source: 2010 US Census)

Town Total Housing SeasondVacatio Yr-Round % Seasonal

Units n Units Units Units
Dorset 1,450 468 982 323
Manchester 2,864 615 2,249 215
Peru 697 508 189 729
Rupert 482 151 331 31.3
Sandgate 287 105 182 36.6
Bennington County 20,922 4,294 15,730 20.5
Stateof Vermont 294,382 50,198 256,442 15.6

Using the 2010 population figure of 2,031 and the 201Gigure for number of year-round
units of 982, there isan average number of pesons per unit in Dorset of 2.07(reasonable
when compared with the Bennington County figure of 2.23ersons per unit).2010 Census
housing units in Dorset total1,450 units. At 2.07persons perunit, the housing units could, if
they were all year-round units, accommodate3,233 persons.

'. .

The prices andaffordability of housing in Dorset are
discussed in Sedion 6 of this Plan, together with
policies to address affordability and growth
management A great way to improve housing
quality and affordability is through comprehensive
weatherization and efficiency upgrades Strategies
for improving energy effidency of lomes ae
discussed in Section 9Energy.

2.4 Economic Developme nt H.H. williams Store in the mid 1800

Though Dorset is largely a residential community,serving both yearround and seasonal
residents, over 100 commercial businessesare located in the town and contribute to the
community® vitality. Most business activities are in service provision, with 46
establishments providing professional and businessservices, leisure and hospitality, and
financial activities. Goods production makes w a third of private businesses with 32
establishments in theconstruction, manufacturing, and natural resources sectors.

In 2017, thevillage centers of Dorsetand East Dorsetwere designatedby the VT Agency of
Commerce and Community Deelopment as hubs for future economic developmentin the
town. As part of ths program, tax incentives, priority stat us for grant applications, and
other bendfits are availableto enoourage private and publicinvestments in these areas.
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Infill developmen that concentrates businesses andpublic amenities in these compact,
walkable villages canhelp retain existing businesses andattract new ones

Dorset residents envision their town as a peaceful, but far from boring, lace to live, work,
and play. Restents appreciate the village scale othe town® commercial development, it
rural character, natural beauty, historic buildings, excellent schal, efficient government,
arts community, superb hosptality offerings, and friendly people. Dorset aims to mantain
its existing agricultural and forestry businesses asthriving enterprises, to encourage clean
industries, and to promote service businesses compatible with the town rural environs.
Within easy reach, more extensive employment, shopping, and hospitality services are
availablein the Town of Manclester. Dorset seeks to:

1 Enhancethe existing Jllages as paces of economic and community awtity
compatible with the residential uses that comprise the majority of land use in the
villages;

1 In particular, enhanceDorsetand East Dorset village centeras canmunity hubs
by improving businessand housinginfill development opportunities, pedestrian
and bicycle safety,and civic usesand public amenities,

1 Encourage appropriate new commercial and industrial ativity in clustered areas
of the town.

1 Pronhibit strip developmentalong transportation corridors, insteadconcentrating
development in dedicated clusters of economic and residetial activity.

2.5 Dorset & Relationship wit h the Region and with Adjacen t Municipalitie s

Dorset recogrizes that the adjacent Town of Manchester provides and will continue to
provide jobs and certain educational, ecreaional, and cultural facilities to residents of
Dorset and the region. The Towrnwill continue to cooperate with the Town of Manchester
where Mancheste® servicesare appropriately provided to the people of Dorsetin addition,

the Town will work to maintain and enhance the level of sefge o community facilities

appropriate to the town level z elementary educaton, library services, fire fighting, and

forth.

In addition to the Town of Manchester, theTown also shares boundaries with the Towns of
Peru, Rupert, and Winhall in Benningbn Caunty, and with the Towns of Danby and Mt.
Tabor in Rutland County. Dorsewill continue to cooperate wih these muricipalities with
respect to issues of mutual interest.

The Town also recognizes roles of the varias regional organizations and State gencies in
providing regional level facilities and services. The Town will coperate with the
appropriate regional and $ate agendes to further its objectives in areas such as waste
management, housing, conservation, gdlution control, energy planning, economic
development, transportation planning, andcoordination of land use planing.

12



SECTON 3 STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES

The Plan of the Town is designed to guide development towards the achievement of certain
objectives inthe community. These are the Tow® general objectives.They are listed in the
same order as the Staté gereral planning goals (24 VSA #4302) in order to failitate
comparison. For each sukheading of objectives, references are provided to both theteBe®
goals, and to the Section(s) fothis Plan where more detailed policies to acheve these
objectives are tobe found.

3.1 Land Use and Economy (State Goals 1 &2: Sec. 4 ofthis Plan)

1. Provide for a variety of land ugs that take advantage ofthe rural, residential, scenic,
agricultural and forested chaiacter of thetown.

2. Encourage a pattern of developmenthat can be seved efficiently and economicaly by
existing and plannedpublic facilities and services Direct devdopment to historic village
centers where a range oulsesmay beaccanmodated efficiently in walkable, mixed use,
and attractive village centers.

3. Recanize the importance of the existing Mage centers as traditional foc for residential
development and community activity, and villagescale mixed use and commercial
development. Strengthen the importance of therillages by encouraging growth within
the village areasand by expanding their lmundaries where appropriate

4. Provide appropriate locations and sufficiem acreage forthe expansion of commercial
and industrial activities. Provide controls on uses and #e design within the areas
designated for commercial and industrial uses.

5. Avoiding sprawl by directing development to clustered areas along or near existing
public roads, thus avoiding unnecessary new road mileage and costly servicing. This
applies equally to second homes whichmay, in the future, be occupied by yearound
residents. Access roads will remain private with recorded maintenance agreements.

6. Support the development of home businesses andthe telecommunications
infrastructure that allows such enterprises and work-from-home arrangements to
succeed

7. Provide for review of subdivisions of land to ensure proper design of roads, proper site
development, and protection of agricdtural and forestry lands, natural resource and
natural hazard areas, ad water resources.

8. Accommodate the changing neeslof thetown through a continuous andcomprehensive
planning program.

9. Encourage agrcultural and forest uses of thdand, including on-farm businesses and
13



rural enterprises, that contribute to a stable local econany, balaned land use, and
public benefit.

3.2 Education (Stat e Goal 3, Sec. 8 of ths Plan)

1.

Dewelop long range plars for education, in cooperation with other townsand the region.
Acquire land in anticipation of future needs for schod and related &cilities at the
earliest possible time.

. Ensure that the rateof new residential dewelopment is in keeping with the ability of the

school system taserve the increased number of students.

Support the Taconic and @en RegionalSchool District in its effort to ensure all of its
students have every reasonable opptunity to become healty, self-directed, self-
fulfilled individuals and active, civic-minded citizens.

3.3 Transportation (State Goal 4; Sec. 7 of this Pl an)

1.

Provide for safe, convenient, economic, and engy efficient transportation systems
within the town.

Encourage the State int$ various transportation planning studies to cary out all
highway improvements and reconstructions in the town in a saé manner, and with
sufficient width to provide for bicycle use.

Encourage State and federal implementation of traffic calming meases along major
corridors through the village areas in adlition to law enforcement.

Pursue opportunities to lower energy use in thetransportation sector by supporting the
use of electric-powered vehicles in town and by expanding accessto public transit,
ridesharing, and bke and pedestrian pathways.

3.4 Natural, Scenic, Historic Resources (State Goals 5 & 6.Sec. 5 of this Plan)

1.

2.

Achieve the bet possible quality of environment for thetown® residents.

Protect aquifersand recharge areas, groundwaterand our Clas A ard B streams, so that
the town may have a continuing supply of pure wate for domestic (which includes
drinking water) and recreational use. Update mapping d source protection areas

Protect habitat forest blocks and wildlife corridors and crossingsand incorporate The
Nature Conservanc resilient landscapeto resource mapping ard land use analyses

Keep the rugged and porly accessble mountain and forest areas free from
development, reservedfor forestry and other uses appropriate to theircharacter.

14



9.

Maintain profiles and ridge lines of mountains and hillsn their natur al state to preserve
their scenic beauy.

Promote the continued use of high value agricultural and forestry lands both as part d
the economic base of theéown, andto preserve thescenicand environmental quality of
the town.

Retain as much pemanent open space as posible through infill and mixed use
development in the village centers preservation of natural resource lands ad natural
hazard areas, and encouragment of agricultural and forest practices.

Protect, in a mannerconsistent with the Stateavide Historic Preservation Plan, areas of
special educational and scentific value and consene sites structures, and
neighborhoods of historic and architectural significance for their beneficial impact on
the economic, cultural, al environmental life of the town.

Common land ina subdivision shall remain as permanent open sge.

10.Consider land or easement acquison in some cases and wok with other

organizations such as land trusts toacquire an interest in lands important to the
implementation of this section. Consider creation of a land acquition fund.

3.5 Energy Conservation (Sta te Goal 7, Se. 9 of this Plan)

1.

Enhance energy conservation and efficiency, reduce taal energy consumption in
businesses ad homes, and increase reliance oraesthetically-sited renewable and
alternative energysources

. Support projects to achieve the Sate® energy goalsas outlined in the Vermont

Comprehensive Energy Plan (CEP)in particular the goal to meet 90% of total energy
needs with renewable energysourcesby the year2050.

3.6 Recreation (State Goal 8, Sec. 8 of this Plan)

1.

Continue to devdop and expandrecreation networks, including the development of trail
systems, in cooperation with other towns and the regon. Acquire land, sites and
easements fortheseat the earliest possible time

Protect and expand access tdhe town recreational assets ancamenities, including the
Dorset Marsh, whch make the town an attractive place for autdoor recreational pursuits
for local residents and visitors alike.

3.7 Agricu lture an d Forestry (State Goal 9, Sec. 50f this Plan)
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Encourage the preseration of high quality agricultural lands for agricultural uses.

Encaurage the mainenance and strengthening of the f@st industry and related
secondary industries within thetown.

Provide for the evaluation of suitability of lands for development in the Town®
development review processes

In reviewing development proposals, dicourage thecreation of land use conlfiicts with
existing agriaultural or forest industries.

Encourage sound gricultural and forestry practices within the town.

Seek and support changes in property value taxationlich would favor the continuation
of agricultural and forestry uses.

3.8 Natural Resources and Extract ive Resources (State Goal 10, Sec. 5 of thisPlan)

1.

Allow reasonable and responsite use of thetown® underground extractive resources,
in a manner which minimizes negative impads onthe surrounding area.

Require rehabilitation and redevelopment of extractive sites as they are completed.

Protect natural resources including agrcultural and forest lands, wetlands, water
resources, willlife habitats, fagile areas, and ree planthabitats.

3.9 Housing (State Goal 11, Sec. 60f this Plan)

1.

5.

Encourage a diverse and dfordable range of housing optionsneeded to house the
projected population of the town.

Encourage the devdopment of housing that will be safe, sanitary,and corveniently
located, and will not impact negatively on neighboring deveopment in terms of healh
and safety.

Seek practical solutions to the gap between house prices andusing affordability.

Encourage haising density to reduce energy usedr transportation and to preserve open
land.

Encourage efficiency and caservation of energy in housing new anald.

3.10 Public Facilities and Services (State Goal 12, Sec. 8 d this Plan)

1.

Provide for public facilities and sevices needed to serve theown.
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2. Allow for the expansion of public and/or private community water sipply where
practical, and protect curent and uture water supply sourcesto meet future need.

3. Evaluateoptions to develg a municipal @ community wastewater treatment system to
servethe DorsetVillage center.

4. Encourage the highest level of personal health for everyone in our community through
investments and programs that encourage healtly lifestyles, reduce risks, andcreate
access to quality healthcare rgardless of age, income, or ability

3.11 Child Care Services (State Goal 13, Section 8 of this Plan)

1. Supportthe availability of safe and affordable child care for residents of theown.

3.12 Flood Resilience (State Goal 14, Section 5 of this Plan)

1. Restrict development in areas that are prone tolboding andflood erosion hazards.

2. Maintain local planning documents and policies that allow Dorset residents to access
federal flood insuranceand FEMArecovery funding in the case of aatural disaster.

SECTION 4 LAND USE PLAN

Dorset is predominantly arural town. The Vermont Municipal and Regional Planning and
Development Act, which establiskes the basis for local land use planngy ddines a rural
community as amunicipality consisting of 2,500 or fever persons as evidenced byhe most
recent U.S. Censs. In addition to itsdefinition by population numbers, Dorst is primarily
rural due to its topographical characteristics and deelopment suitabilities.

4.1 Existing Land Use Patterns

4.1.1 Mountainous Areas

The mountaincus areas are typified by drests, forestry uses, Bsence of improved roads,
and very low density residential development These areas & corsistent with the lands
known as Uphknd Forests inthe Regional Plan. More than 80 peroe of the land area of
Dorset is in forest. Some dthis forested area & dso included in the rural areas desched

below.

4.1.2 Valley Lands and Rural Areas

The walley lands, outside of the village, contain a vaety of low density uses z
predominantly agricultural and related usesand rural housing. Valley lands include tk
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lands known as rural areas in the Benington Regional Plan. Rl areas are charactazed
by slopes and suitable soilghat allow carefully planned development that considers nige
line protection, open space, agricultural, ad forestry values.

4.1.3 Villages

Within the valleys are built-up areaswith concentrations of developmentin small villages;
Dorset Village and East Dset are the largest of thesevillages. Eachcontains a collection of
residential uses together with nam-residential uses suchas village scale commercial uses,
churches, post offices, and simila uses. Settlements taSouh Dorset and South Village also
represent significant residential groupings, with sone nonresidential uses inSouth Dorset.

New Englandvillages represent historic settlement areas, which in Dorst typically consist
of one and two-story detached buildings with sirrounding mountains that form a scenc
backdrop. Villages are the commeral and cultural hubs of a rural community, where
residents come tagyether to socialize, toexecutepublic and priv ate business, and to procure
basic goals and services. In Dorset, there is an acknowledyjgillage scalethat defines the
character of the town. Villages shouldbe built at a pedestrian scale (as opposed to an
automotive drive-by scale) and as such shodlbe safe and navigableon foot and by bke, for
young children and elderly residents alile. As part otheir historic tradition, streets are just
wide enough to accommodateno more than two lanes of traffi¢ a scale that should be
maintained. Sidewalls, where appropriate, encourage pedestriamactivity and help define
the village.

Villages concentrate business and enployment opportunities, public services, residential
units, cultural activities, and community needs so that public service provision is
economical and energy efficient. Becaus it is desirable to maintain clearly defined edgesat
limits of village areas,new development shouldtake advantage oinfill opportuniti es and
mixed usedesignrather than expand beyondvillage boundaries. Infact, mixed use and infill
development in village centershelps keep these historic areas vibant and economcally
viable. Compact deign encourags residents and visitors to forego use of fesil fuel
powered vehicles in favor of walking and biking. This is consistent with Dorset®
commitment to conserve energy and promote the health of its resehts. For details of
ongoing projects to pursie thesee community goals, see Section 7 (transportation) and 9

(energy).

Dorsetand East Dorset Villages

Dorset andEag Dorset represent the two core commercial and cultural centers in the Town
of Dorset.Dorset Village includes The Dorsé Post (fice, The rset Historical Sciety, The
United Church of Dorset & East Rupert The Dorset Playhouse The Dorset Public Libary,
The Union Storeand several inns and restaurants. East Dorset ingles the East Dorst Post
Office, The Dorset Town Office, The East Dorgt Fire Department, The Bill Wison House ad
Library, the East Doset Congegational Church andsome existing sores.
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Dorset and East Dorset are within walking distaoe of numerous residencesnd there is an
effort to increaseshopping, diningand entetainment opportunities in these vilage centes
consistent with the residential character of the area Through the Vermont ACCDVillage
Designation Program both Dorset and East Dorset weg granted village centerdesignations
in September 2017. This progam promotes private and public investmentin village
centers through tax aedits and other incentves that can spur redevelopment. Designated
villages and town centers are also prioritized fostate funding opportunities.

Designation of these two centes supports the economic development goals of this plan by
encouraging commecial developmert that would provide goods, rvices ard employment
opportunities in appropriate areas and by reinforcing historical developmern patterns.
Designation also supports land use goals by helping maintain the rural character of the
town. Designaion helps improve the ability of these historic villages to attract residents and
businesses, enhance their livaldity and unique sense of plae and expand access to
employment, hausing, and public services. Thesealesignated village centers promote
healthy, safe ard walkable centers for people o all ages and incomes and reduce the
combined costs of lousing and transportation.

An overview of the approximate land cover charader of the town is provided in the
following table, based on national landcover analysis. In 2008 there was 7,128 acres in the
VT Current Use Program anden years later in 2018the total acreage is8,177.

TABLE 3
Dorset Land Coverin Acres and Rrcents

Land Cover Acres Percent
Woodland 21,782 71.1
Pasture 2,274 7.4
Wetland 1,936 6.3
Water 1,250 4.1
Cropland 1,100 3.6
Open Land 1,009 3.3
Developed 679 2.2
HerbaceougScrub 626 2.0
Totals 30,656 100.0

Source VT National Land Cover Datase21

4.1.4 Development Along Tra nsportation Corridors

Apart from the villages, the mgor transportation corridors serve as the other fous for
development. The Route 30 orridor accommodates a \ariety of small scalecommercial
uses, plus some commeiral-industrial uses related to the town& rural and tourism
economes. For example there aretwo wood products industries, a nursey, a farm products
outlet, a campground and various antique ad craft businesses The Route 7/7A corridor
has attracted a variety of usesserving residents andtourists, including restaurants, tourist
accommodation facilities, and @mpgrounds, and commercial/industrial operations. A
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purpose of this Plan is to dow clustered development along thesetransportation corridors
so that strip-type development is prohibited. Morse Hill Road, which links villags in the
two valleys, hasattracted mostly residential develgpment. Its wedern flank contains a
major community facility, the Dorset Elementary School, whichs a K-8 school within the
Taconic and Green Regional School District thaerves schookhildren throughout Dorset.

Additional resdential development is bund primarily along thetown& public road network.
Dorset Hollow is one sich concentation of rural residential development, and roads such as
West Road, Mad Tom Road, and Kirby HollowoRd also accommodate sigiicant numbers
of housing units.

4.2 Future Land Use Plan and Policies

The Future Land Use RAn reflects and buildsupon the pattern of existing developmentas
well as desired future development patterns in the town. The Future Land Use Plan
requires that all devdopment plans consider the devdopment goals of the community
together with natural resource opportunities and constraints, and then desigrappropriate
plans with theseneedsin mind. Six general planning areas are shown on the Futuiteand
Use Map and desribed below. These areas shdd not be interpreted as zoning districts,
but rather as planning areas tha provide a gereral vision for desired future development.

MAP 1: Future Land UsePlan

Danby

KEY
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In addition to the following planning areas which roughly correspond to specific zoning
districts, there are in Dors¢ a number of @verlayo policies, such asRidgeline and

Mountainside Conservaton, floodplain protection, and the Design Review Area in the
Historic District, related to specific issus o land types which are described elsewhee in

this Plan. Therefore, n reading this Planfor any specificlocation, generalland use policies
will be found in this Secton, but reference must be made @ other sections of the Plan to
determine additional relevant policiesof the Town.

4.2.1 Urban Designations

QJrbandis a relative term,and in Dorset the urban aeas would be consideed rural in many
other localities. In Dorset, the Qurbanod areas are déined as the Mixed Use Concentrated
Residentid, and the Commaecial-Industrial areas.

The lands designated in these categorieare interded to accommodte a large propation of

Dorset® commercial and resdential growth. The concentraton of development in these
areas is an efficient use of palic investment in infrastructure and of maintenance sevices.

In addition, it helps to relieve growth pressue in the outlying areas In these aeas of urban
designaion, appropriate natural resource and natural hazard policies will apply and &
densely-settled, mixed usezones, these areas should besafe ard accommodatingfor both

pedestrian and bcycletraffic.

42.1.1 Mixed Use
a) Location:

Mixed Uz areas are designatd within the settlement areas of Dorset Village East Dorset,
and South Dorset. The indicated areas apgximately represent existing concentrations of
village-scalecommercial and regdential uses, but withroom for infilling.

b) Pur pose:

Mixed Useareas provide space br housing andsuitable business and service estaidhments
to provide employment opportunities and commercial and service facities for local
residents and visitors. Maintaining canmercial and residential activities in these areas
should be consistent with the historic character of the compact, walkable, and mixed use
settlement pattern.

c) Uses:

Commercial uses in theMixed Useareas shallbe small scale retil and sevice commercial
uses compatilde with the village surroundingsz that is, the histaic settlement pattern and
village scale In addition, residential uses, small scale offies, touist accommodation
facilities, restaurants, and hone occupations shall beencouraged. Housing options should
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be diverse and affordable and, when appropriate, mixed with commercial uses.
d) Policies:

1. Support uses, building types and stylesand scale of development compatible with
village scale.

2. Reviseallowable densities, setbacks, minimum lot sizes) the Mixed Use areas to create
more opportunity for infill development, affordable housing and community
development.

3. Commercial uses in the vikige shall adhere to detailed pe&form ance standardsregarding
development effectssuch astraffic flow, lighting, noiselevels, and more

4. Encourage the combination of commercial and residential uses in the Village
Commercial areasthrough mixed use develpment. Permit commercial busiress and
professional uses ofa service nature compatible with residential use.

5. Encourageconservation of open land betweenMixed Usedesignaions to prevent strip
development.

6. Town residents recognizedistinctions among the four Mixed Useareasin Dorset. The

Town should consider pursuing a Town Master Planfocusng on commercial areas to
asesshow each of these unique areamay reach its pdential.

4.2.1.2 Concentrated Residential

a) Location:

ConcentratedResidential areas are dsignated in the settlement areasof Dorset Village, East
Dorset, South Doset, and South Village of Eaflorset. The degnated areas approximately
represent existing and future infill development areafor concentrated village residential
development

b) Purp ose:

The Concentrated Residential areas are @signatied to recognize concatrations of existing
development, provide for maintenance of tle village communities as desrable places to live,
and also to encourage newinfill residential developmentand some compatible commercial
development of a scale and type&ppropriate to the village environment.

c) Uses:

Uses in he ConcentratedResidential areas shalbe housing with additional uses compatible
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with residential uses, including, when appropriate, mixed uses

d) Policies:

1.

Enhancethe attractive residential environment of the village aready furt her developing
the villages ascharming and desirableplaces to lve. In the Design @erlay District, hold
existing andnew development tostandardsthat sustain its historic character.

Recognize the ebsting villages as the original form of@luster developmentdin which
houses are@lusteredo together to share @mmunity facilities in an economically and
energy efficient manner, and also therebyto avoid development in important natural
resource areas.

Encouage the efficient use of infrastructire facilities in the villages, including village
roads, existing water systems, and public failities such as the post offices, library,
emergency sevices, andso forth.

Encourage a mx of housing types am affordability levels within the Concentrated
Residential areas capalle of housing current town residents who wish to downsize and
age in placeas well as newresidents of the town. To be compatide with existing
development, residential types will include single family, two family, and multi-family
houses, and homs may incluce an apartment wthin the primary structure, or within an
accessory building.

Ensure safe and adequate wat supply and sewage disposal systems for boh existing
and new housing n the villages. Evaluate options to develop amunicipal or community
wastewater treatment system to allow for infill residential development in Dorset
Village.

Encourage the epansion of theDorset Village water supply.

Recognize that he potential future water supply area of the East Dorsewater supply

system exceedghe area o the existing water service area. Undertake a future study to
determine whether (and how) the boundaries of the desgnated Concentrated
Reddential area could be expnded

Encourage pedestriarand bicycleaccesssafety,and wayfinding.

42.1.3 Commercial -Indus trial

a) Location:

Four Gmmercial-Industrial areas are dasignated in the Town Plan Three of the
Commerciatindustrial areas are located ang the Route 7/7A corrdor. One of the
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Commerciatindustrial areas is locded along the Route 30 corridor. The Town intends to
revise these districts to eliminate areas where site conditions, such as wetlands and
conservation easements,preclude commercal and industrial developmert.

b) Purpose:

The Commerciatindustrial areas are designagd to recognize existng commerciatindustrial
uses and to provide for suitable locations of adequate sig to attract new light
commercial-industrial development in the town, additional businesses and servicesneeded
in the communty, and new employment and housingopportunities for local resdents.

c) Uses:

Commercial uses in the Commercialndustrial areas shall be light manufactumg or
assembly of goods, officg distribution centers,and similar light industr ies, subject to strict
performance standards, as well as agricliure, forestry, and other wral uses. Additional
uses including public spaces recreational uses, home occupens,and residential uses, mg
be permitted.

d) Policies:

1. Control the number and design of commecial-industrial access points to Route 7/7A0
maintain the roadway in good condition over time and reduce need forcostly upkeep.

2. Encourage newlight commerciakindustrial uses within these areas, and iraccordance
with high standards of performarce and site design

3. Permit a mixture of uses withinthese areas,designed n a way to mnimize land use
conflicts.

4. Uses to be particularly encourage are those that provide employment opportunities for
the local residents, sich as clean, light industy.

5. As the East Dwset industrial park located at Tenris Way/ Hills Court reaches capacity
the Town should research siting of future similar commercial stablishments.

4.2.2 Rural Designations

MRurald designaions refer to the Rural, Rural Forest, and Foestry and Recration areas.
Theseareascover most of the town.

4.2.2.1 Rural

a) Location:
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Rural areas ae designated n the town® valleys, in areas belowelevation 1600 feet, and
outside of the areas designated for Mixed Use Concentrated Remlential, or
Cammercial-Industrial.

b) Purpose:

The Rural areas are @signaed to recognize and permitarange of rural and residetial uses,
while protecting resources d open space, views, agridtural and forest lands, naural areas,
and wildlife habitats. These areasare the parts of town that have recently experiencedhe
most devdopment pressue, armd which also contain many areas deserving special
consideration for resource protection. The pdicies for this planning category are intended
to permit reasonable types ad quantities of rural development, while giving full
consideration for all of the resource policies ofthis Plan.

c) Uses:

Uses in the Rural areas shal be agricdture, forestry and related uses, low density
residential uses, and other rural oropen space uses. Addibnal compatible uses such as
recreational uses, ®ed and breakfastspand home occupationsnay be permitted.

d) Policies:

1. Allow a limited amountof rural residential development in a fashiorthat will protect the
town® natural and s@&nic resources.

2. Encourageconservation of important agricultural soils for current and future useand
existing agricultural uses (Refer to Sec. 3.ofthis Plan.)

3. Encourageconservation of thetown® forestry resources(Referto Sec. 5.2 of this Pla)
4. Encouragedevelopment of appropriately sizel and screened renewable energy facilities
which improves the town® energy resilience andcan enhane the financial viability of

keeping agricultural and forestedlandsin production or conservation.

5. Where warranted, require new residential subdivisionsto be ofa cluster form, designed
to preserve open space, natural@sources, and natural haard lands.

6. Ensure that new residentid development can be provided with safe and adequatwater
supply and sewag disposal fadities.

7. Ensure that new residential cgvelopment will not adversely impact existing residential

development with respect tothe provision of a safe and adequate watersupply. This
will be accomplished through following regulatory means provded by the State.
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8. Require that new devéopment be served either by existing public or private roads, or by
new private roads. Requie that all new roads beconstructed to proper standards to
allow easy access by emergency and other sergigehicles

9. Require that access roads will remain pivate, with recorded maintenance agreements.
Encourage development of recorded road maintenae ageements when new
development is prgposed along existing access roads.

10. Avoid creation of land-locked parcels.

11. Minimize driveways or roads crossing teep slopes.

12. When new development is proposed on existing substandard private roads, redye,
where possible, upgading of sud existing substandard roads.

13. Require that new development prowde water to fight fires as per specifications
provided by the fir e districts.

14. Encourage a mix of housing types and affordability in the ruraldusing supply.

15. Fawr compact fams of development, using short lengths of roadway, over more
extensive dewlopment scatteed along long distances of roadway Encourage infill
developmentin existing development clusters along existing roadways.

4.2.2.2 Rural Forest
a) Location:

All lands in the town above 1600 feet elevation and below 2000 €et elevation are
desgnated Rural Forestareas Most of theselands are not sutable for normal development
dueto limitations related to topography, soil conditions, high elgation, and inaccesibility.

b) Purpose:

Rural Forest lands are designated @ recognize the importance of the town® forest
resources and forest industry, ad to preserveruggedforest areasand high mountain lands
for continued forestry uses and open spcesand associate@ public bendits.

c) Uses:

Uses in theRural Forest areas shall be forestry and related usesand public recreational
uses In addition, some very low density residential development, or low density cluster
subdivision, may be permitted subject to detailed regulaions. CQustomary home
occupations, certain wood processing operations such asgging andfirewood and similar
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uses may be permitted.
d) Policies:

1. Thetown® Rural Forestareasare considered avaluable resource to thetown. Reference
must be made topolicies specificto the forest resources (Section 5.2) and to the other
natural resource pdicies (Section 5) affeahg these lards.

2. Permitted residential development in these areas will be strictly reviewed and
controlled with respect to water and santary sewage digposal systems, erosion
concerns, avoidance of steep slopegrotection of natural drainageways, maintenance of
forest resources, andscreeningfrom the town® roadways and settlement aeas.

3. Permitted residential development shall be desgned to minimize conflict with the
functioning of forestry operations.

4. Pemitted residential development shall either be of a &ry low density (minimum lot
size of 10 acres) oshall be clustered wih a density not to exceedL unit per 10 acres of
net dewelopable land.

5. The Planning Commission may requirehat subdivisions n Rural Forest areas be in a
cluster form.

4223 Forestry and Recreation

a) Location:

All lands in the town above 2000 feet elevation are dagnhated Forestry and Recreation
areas Mog of these lands are not suitable for normal deveopment due to limitations
related to topography, soil conditions, high elevation, anihaccesibility .

b) Purpose:

Forestry and Recreationareas are designatedsolely to recognize the importance of the
town® forest resources and forest industry, and to preserveugged forest areas andhigh
mountainous lands for continued forestry uses md open space and asso@ted public
benefits.

c) Uses:

Uses in the Foresty and Recreationareas shall be forestry and related usesand public

recreational uses. Other usesthat may be permitted include temporary hunting or fishing
camps, public usesand extractive industries.
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d) Policies:

1. Thetown® Foregry and Recreationlands are consdered a valuable natural resoure to
the town. Policies specift to forest resource lands, both within andoutside of this

planning area arediscussed inSecton 5 of this Plan.

Aerial view of Owls Head & Green Pe&, part of
the Taconic Mountain range running thr ough
the center of town fr om the north.
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SECTION 5 NATURAL, SCENIC, AND HISTORIC RESOURCES

The Town of Dorsetis fortunate to have extensve natur al, scenic and historic resourcesthat
combine to make Dorset suchan attractive place to live.From the breathtaking views at
Gilbert Lookout in Owls Head Town Brest to the tranquility of the Dorset Marsh, the Town
of Dorset offers residents andvisitors unparalleled access tostunning vistas and rich
history. Town residents havealways treasured the community® natural endowment and
sought to preserveit, such asvhen Dorset petitioned and gained recognition of the Daset
Marsh asthe first Class | wetlandin Vermont in 1992.

In recent years, theTown has taken tirther steps
to steward its natural and higoric resources. For
example, n 2016 the Town partnered with the
Vermont Youth Comservation Corps,the Vermont
Land Trust, and theDorset Historical Society to
expand the Town Forest anddevelop a trail
network that highlights the historic Gettysburg
Quarry and connects with existing public
preserved lands. Such efforts highlight the §
interconnected legades of Dorset history with the
natural environment, and the opportunities that
exist today to celebrate these resources by

preserving them and making them more

. . Art & Bench, Owls ad Town Forest
acaessible totown residents.

All of these resourcesrequire special care and cosideration so that they continue to be
recognized and available to future generations of Dorset residents and visitors. The
resource policies contained in this sectionmust beread in conjunction with the town& land
use policies. The objetve of these polcies 5 to consider natural, scenic, and hisbric
resource opportunities when designing new development. Appropriate development will
recognizethe value ofthese reurcesand adapt to site conditionsto preserve them.

This chapter provides an overview of the town® (1) Natural resource areas,(2) Scenic
resources, and(3) Historic assets (4) Natural hazard areas, whch include locations prone
to flooding and fluvial erosion, are reviewed at the end of he chapter.

5.1 Natural Resource Areas and Policie s

Natur al resource areas in Dorset inlude:
agricultural soils

forested lands

streams, lakesponds, and wetlands
wildlife habit at areas

springs and public water sources
extractive resources

E R
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5.1.1 Agricult ural Soils

Dorset contains a onsiderable amour of farmland, sonme of which is activdy farmed, and
some of which tas historically been famed but is now inactive. Since the anservation of
open space is a major lgjective

of the Han, as well as the MAP 2: Prime Agrlcultural Soils

maintenance of the agrialtural W —T—
sector of the economy the Town

should encourage the /

continuation of farming where it ?

IS most suitable and preserve 5 y
agricultural soils for future use [ & j

when possble. Placing an

explicit economic value on i\x"\-:/(,\, \\3\%/
agricultural soils is a highly V:
effective, non-regulatory \ \-‘-‘
approach to preservation of

agricultural land. Methods "S( S’J
include  community -supported Q%))\ e
agriculture  (CSA) pograms, 1 o

investment in  corservation

Ll |
easenents, and participation in ’ \j\Jf

state tax abatement programs. Mo.he, yrck &7@?_
Mtn e

5.1.2 Forest Lands Prime Agricultural Soils '

z

Streams and Water Bodies

More than 70 percent of tre land

area of Dorset is in step and rugged foreg and mountain land, generally located away from
existing roads and development. Mosbf this land isnot suitable for development. Demand
for land for building developmentwill not be large enough in theforeseeable future to tse
any subgantial portion of the nealy 21,000 acres of foest and mountain land in Dorset.
The buk of this land should remain astimberland. Therefore, encouragenent of good brest
management, throgh land use taxation and othemeans becomes essendil.

In addition to providing forest products, wildlife habitat area, and recreational

opportunities, forest lands serve asvag carbon sinks that help tooffset greenhouse gas
emissions. The various ecasystem services that forests provie, such as thecapturing and

filtering of rainwater to reduce sormwater runoff and flood hazards, will be vital in the

future ashigh volume precipitation events occur with greater frequency. For these reasons,
the conservation of wooded areas in Dorsetis an mportant climate change mitigation

strategy.

The Town has designatedands above 2000 feet elevation for faest use sSnce1972. In 1984,
it was determined that lands of elevdions between 1600 and 2000 feet alsohad severe
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limitations to development. The Town recognizesthe natural value of these area through
Rural Forestand Forestry and Recration future planning designatons.

The Town recognizes that important forest resources exist outside the aeas designatedas
Rural Forestand Forest and Recreation areasandthe conservation of their forest resources
is also important to ensure forest habitat connectivity The bestway to preserve low-lying,
high-value forested landsis through non-regulatory measures suchas supporting forestry-
based businesses encouraging participation in state tax abdement programs, and
consening forested areasthrough easements

5.1.3 Water Resources

Dorset® lakes, ponds, and streams aremportant natural resources for wildl ife habitat,
sources of water br domestic and recreaional use, and for agricultural operations. The
town contains headwaters of thee important watershedsz those ofthe BattenKill, the Otter
Creek, and the Mettawee Rer. EmeraldLake (28 acres), Prensis Fond (5 acres), and South
Village Pond (5 acres) ge the major bodies of open vater in the town. In addition, there are
smaller water bodies and nmany streamsthat are important.

Both Dorset Villageand East Dorsethave publicwater supply systems Eachis operated by
a separatePrudential Committee and &e part of the fire districts. Existing public water
sources are mapped and the ground water source protectioareas are show in Map 3:
Water Re®urces. The Townis exploring opportunities for new water sources to be brought
online, including apotential well site in Dorset Village. Water resources and associated
resource protection areas merit futher study and mappingto protect resource areasrom
pollution and degradation

Wetlands are another important natural resource. Wetlands in the Dorset area provie
considerable benefits. ¥rmont Wetland Rules identify ten functions of wetlands and buffe
zones which furth er define their significance. These are:

water storage for flood waterand storm runoff;

surface and groundwate protection;

fisheries habitat;

wildlife and migratory bird habitat;

hydrophytic vegetation habtat;

threatened and endangeed species habitat;

education and research innatural sciences;

recreational value and econmic benefits;

open space and aestheticand

erosion control through binding and gabilizing the sall.

= =4 =4 -4_-8_48_42_4_-°._-2

The Dorset Marsh is a wetland of statewide significancand is classfied as aClas 1
Wetland. There ae alsoimportant wetlands a the base of the Green Mouains in East
Dorset, along ourses of the Otter Ceek andthe BattenKill, and elsewhere. Wetlands in
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Dorset are shavn on Map 3, Water Resourcesand are shown on the National Wetlands
Inventory maps, which ae included by referenceas part of this Plan. During review of
development applications, the Town may require more detailed mapping o wetlands &
well as an explanation of heir significance on a particular site being consdered for
development.

MAP 3: Water Resources
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5.1.4 Wildlif e Habitat Areas

Wildlife habitat areas such ascontiguous tracts of forested land and the Dorset Marsh are
also important to Dorset. The Staterecently completed a projectto assessand map forested
areas across the statéor their value ashabitat areasand connectivity corridors for wildlife.
By focusing on continuous farest cover rather than spedfic specieshabitats, this approach
highlights the shared environments of many plants and animal species that require
significant territo rial ranges fortheir populations to thrive.

Map 4. Natural Resources shows the @ations of rare, threatened and edangered speies,
deer wintering areas, high priority forest habitat blocks, wildlife road crossing areas, and

32



the boundary of the GreenMountain National Faest on the east side of town. In areas
where there is oncern for natural and wildlife resources, the Planning Commission may
require an applicant fordevelopment to prepare and have appoved a wildlife management
plan.

MAP 4: Natur al Resources

Analysis by The Nature Conserancy, an inter national non-profit organization dedicated to
environmental conservation, highlights Dorset as an areawith a high level of climate change
@esilienced due to its natural features. Dorset has geophysical characteristics seh as
complex topography, connected natural cover, and ¢in quality biodiversity features that
provide ecological strongholds where the effects of climate change wilbe buffered by
natural properties of the land. In other words, plant and animal speciescan find areas of
suitable corditions to thrive in close praximity to where they currently reside, andas a
result ecosystem chagesassociated withclimate change wil be more gradual than in other
locations. This unique combination of natural qualities provides both natural beauty and
resilienceto the Dorsetarea.

5.1.5 Extr active Resources

Historically, Dorset was notable asa major source of marble, as evidewed by theimportant
historic marble quarries included in the list of historic sites below. However, marble is no
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