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SECTION 1 INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 What is the Dorset Town Plan?  
 

The Dorset Town Plan is a comprehensive long-range plan for the 
Town of Dorset. It states goals, objectives, and policies to guide the 
growth and development of the town. It is intended as a framework 
upon which to base specific future actions, regulations and bylaws. 
 
The Dorset Town Plan has been prepared by the Town of Dorset 
Planning Commission, under the authority of 24 VSA, Chapter 117, 
The Vermont Municipal and Regional Planning and Development 
Act. In particular, it addresses Subsection 4382 of that Act which 
lists the elements to be included in a municipal plan. It also 
addresses the intent and purposes of the State legislature to ensure 
that the fourteen general State planning goals are met. These 
general planning goals are to be followed by municipalities, the 
Regional Planning Commissions, and State agencies so that all may 
plan in coordination wi th the other. An index relating the Dorset 
Town Plan to these general planning goals is included as Appendix A to 
this Plan. 
 
1.2 The Municipal Plan Process in  Dorset  
 

The Town of Dorset has had a municipal plan since 1970 which has been periodically 
updated. This new plan updates and supersedes the 2014 Dorset Town Plan.  Updates are 
required at least once every eight years in order to revise bylaws.  Updates are desirable to 
enable the Town to direct growth based on current data, research, and citizen input. 
 
The Planning Commission has reviewed the factual bases for planning in Dorset. Many of the 
planning factors are discussed in this Plan, either in Section 2, General Planning 
Background, or in the later Sections dealing with specific issues.  
 
In order to involve the public in the planning process for Dorset, the Planning Commission 
conducted a survey and a number of meetings in 2013 to elicit input about the future of the 
town. In 2018, the Energy Committee adapted the 2013 Town Energy Assessment as an Act 
174-compliant energy chapter with support of the Bennington County Regional 
Commission. The Planning Commission also solicited direct input from Town boards and 
commissions, and municipal employees.  Public and private town and region wide interest 
groups were invited to provide infor mation and address drafts of the Plan.  Information was 
also derived from public meeting minutes, and meetings held for special purposes.  
 
Dorset is in Bennington County, and is a part of the planning area of the Bennington County 
Regional Commission (BCRC).  The BCRC has had a Regional Plan since 1970, which was last 
updated in 2015. The Town has reviewed the data presented in the Regional Plan, and has 

Dorset Union Store 
ɉ0ÅÌÔÉÅÒȭÓɊ ÏÐÅÎÅÄ ÉÎ 

1816 
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worked with the Regional Commission to develop a Plan which is compatible. 
 
This Dorset Town Plan leads the town in a direction which builds upon factual bases, takes 
into consideration the expressed opinions of the local citizens, is compatible with the 
Regional Plan, and addresses the State legislative general planning goals. 
 
In 2013, the Planning Commission was aided in its update of the Dorset Town Plan by a 
resident Build ɀ Out Survey made available by a grant through the Department of Housing 
and Community Affairs. The results are included as Appendix C and gave a baseline picture 
ÏÆ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÌÁÎÄ Õse-goals and needs and how they envision their town.  
 
1.3 How This Plan is Used 
 

Framework  
This Plan provides a Statement of Objectives (Section 3) and the Townȭs policies for growth 
and development by land use designation (Section 4).  Specific topics and areas of special 
concern are addressed in subsequent sections. For example, natural resources are discussed 
in Section 5, housing in Section 6, and so forth.  Also contained in this Plan are Maps; other 
maps and studies are included in this Plan by reference. 
 
In preparing or reviewing development plans, reference shall be made to all sections of the 
Plan having a bearing on the proposal. 
 

Use by the Planning Commission 
This Plan and these policies will be used by the Town of Dorset Planning Commission in 
many ways, including: 
¶ preparing bylaws and regulations; 
¶ responding to proposals of the Region and various State agencies; and 
¶ reviewing development applications in the town, in particular when such 

applications are involved in review proceedings under Act 250. 
 
Use by Other Town, Regional, and State Boards and Commissions 
This Plan may be used by the Town Selectboard in determining their priorities for capit al 
improvements.  The Plan will be used by the State Environmental Board and the District 8 
Environmental Commission in making decisions on Act 250 applications.  The Public Utility 
Commission shall consult the enhanced energy policies in this Plan when reviewing 
electricity generation development proposals through the Section 248 process.   
 
Use by Residents, Businesses and Others Interested in Dorset 
The Plan and policies should be of interest to all residents of Dorset who have an interest in 
its future. 
 
1.4 Interpretation of this Plan  
 

This Plan serves as a statement of intent and policy. At the local level, the Planning 
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Commission has the task of interpreting the policies of this Plan. At the State level, the 
Environmental Board, its District Commission, and the Public Utility Commission must 
decide whether development proposals conform with this Plan. Judgments are to be made 
while considering and weighing all of the planning policies which have a bearing on any 
particular proposal.   
 
The boundaries between the land use designations shown on Map 1 are intended to be 
general, except where they coincide with defined physical features such as roadways or 
watercourses. The Zoning Bylaw may zone lands more precisely, and with slight alterations 
from these boundaries, as long as the intent of this Plan is respected. Natural Resources, 
Water Resources and Community Facilities locations as shown on Maps 2, 3 and 5 are also 
recognized as general, and subject to amendment based on more detailed site-specific data. 
It is intended that all Town Plan figures and quantities shall also be considered as 
approximate only, and not absolute. 
 
SECTION 2 GENERAL PLANNING BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 Physiography  
 

The Town of Dorset has an area of 30,656 acres or 46.04 square miles, made up of many 
types of land and waterways: flat valley land, wetlands, rolling hills, steep mountains, 
streams and rivers.  14,228 acres contain slopes in excess of 20%, and 2,880 acres have 
elevations above 2500 feet.1 
 
The physiography of the town may be described as two roughly north-south valleys, which 
contain most of Dorsetȭs development, together with parts of three north-south 
mountainous areas, which define the valleys. 
 
The eastern edge of the town runs along the western slope of the Green Mountains. The 
southwestern corner of the town occupies the northeastern slope of Mother Myrick 
Mountain, in the Taconic Mountain Range. Thrusting into Dorset from the north is a 
mountainous area, also part of the Taconic Range, extending south from Dorset Mountain, 
whose summit, close to the northern town line, is over 3800 feet above sea level. A spine, 
between 2000ȭ and 2500ȭ high lies between Dorset Mountain and Mount Aeolus (also called 
Green Peak) about five miles to the south. Land falls southerly from Mount Aeolus to 
become rolling land extending south to the town line. 
 
Between the Green Mountains and the Taconics lies the well defined and rather narrow 
Vermont Valley, which is Dorsetȭs eastern valley, and is known in transportation terms as 
the ȰRoute 7 corridor.ȱ The southern portion of this valley is drained by the BattenKill , 
which flows mostly west to the Hudson River.  The northern portion of the valley is drained 
by the Otter Creek, which flows northerly to Lake Champlain. The divide between the two 

 
1 US Census Bureau 2010 & Bennington County Regional Plan 2002 
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watersheds lies a short distance north of the village of East Dorset. The easterly valley 
contains the villages of East Dorset, South Village of East Dorset, and the cluster of houses 
known as North Dorset. 
 
The westerly valley extends diagonally from approximately the midpoint of the southern 
town line to the midpoint of the western town line. This is the ȰRoute 30 corridor.ȱ  This 
valley also drains in two directions, with the watershed divide constituting a Class I wetland, 
known as the Dorset Marsh, southwest of Dorset Village. Towards the southeast, this drains 
into a branch of the BattenKill ; towards the northwest the flow is into the Mettawee River, 
which, like the Otter, flows into Lake Champlain. This westerly valley contains the villages of 
Dorset and South Dorset. 
 
A subordinate valley, known as Dorset Hollow, is located east of Dorset Village. This valley 
contains considerable acreage of rolling land, and also the headwaters of the Mettawee 
River. 
      
The geography of the town divides it roughly into two development axes, both of which 
radiate out from the larger urban center of Manchester to the south. Only one public road 
within the town links the two valleys ɀ Morse Hill Road ɀ which climbs over the lower 
southern side of Mount Aeolus. 
 
2.2 Population  
 

According to the 2010 U.S. Census, the population of Dorset is 2,031 persons. These are 
mostly year-round residents, but the figures do include some seasonal residents who 
maintain residency here even though they are not year-round residents.   
 
The population of Dorset remained almost constant from 1930 to 1960. According to the 
1930 U.S. Census there were 1,120 residents in the town, while in 1960 there were 1,150 
residents, an increase of only 30 persons in thirty ye ars. 
 
From 1970 to 2000, the town experienced more substantial growth. The following table 
presents the Dorset population figures since 1970, in comparison with those of its 
immediate neighbors in Bennington County, the Bennington Region2, Bennington County, 
and with the State. 

TABLE 1 
Population, Dorset and Neighbors, Region, County, State 1970 ï 2010 

      1970-1980 1980-1990 1990-2000 2000-2010 

Town 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010   % Change % Change % Change % Change 

          

Dorset 1,293 1,648 1,918 2,036 2,031 27.5 16.4 6.1 -0.3 

Manchester 2,919 3,261 3,622 4,180 4,391 11.7 11.1 15.4 5.0 

 
2 The Bennington Region includes all municipalitie s in Bennington County except Readsboro, 

Searsburg, and Winhall .  These towns are part of the Windham Region. 
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Peru 243 312 324 416 375 28.4 3.8 28.4 -10.0 

Rupert 582 605 654 704 714 4.0 8.1 7.6 1.0 

Sandgate 127 234 278 353 405 84.3 18.8 27.0 13.9 

 

Bennington 

County 

 

 

29,282 

 

      

33,345 

 

 

35,845 

 

 

36,994 

   

 

   37,125     

   

 

 

13.9 

 

 

           7.5 

       

 

            3.2 

 

 

           1.4 

Bennington Reg. 28,279 32,308 34,516 35,387 34,951 14.3 6.8 2.5 -1.3 

State of Vermont 444,330 511,456 562,758 608,827  625,731    15.1          10.0             8.2            2.8 

 
*Sources: 1980, 1990, 2000, and 2010 U.S. Census 

 
These figures show that the decade of the 1970ȭs had the highest rate of growth in Dorset in 
recent history. During the 1980ȭs, the rate of growth in Dorset exceeded that of its larger 
neighbor Manchester to the south, as well as the Region, County and State.  However, in the 
1990ȭs, Dorset had the lowest growth rate of any of its neighbors, as well as the State, but 
had a slightly higher growth rate than the Region and County. )Î ÔÈÅ ςπππȭÓ $ÏÒÓÅÔ ÁÇÁÉÎ 
had the lowest growth rate of any of its neighbors, the growth rate was also lower than the 
County and State growth rates as well.  
  
Using a straight-line projection method based on current population trends, it is possible to 
forecast a population range for Dorset in the year 2020.  The straight-line projection method 
yields a population of 2,026 for the year 2020, at a projected growth rate of -.0245% per 
decade (similar to 2000-2010 growth patterns) and 2,154 at a projected growth rate of 
6.1% per decade (similar to 1990-2000 growth patterns).  
 
The Town should continue to keep an eye on population growth, and research how possible 
demographic changes could affect planning and services in Dorset. For instance, the most 
recent census information shows that 63% of homeowners are 55 years of age or older, and 
nearly one in five of these older homeowners are 75 years of age or older.  Yet, some public 
commentary has suggested that the regionȭs population may increase in coming decades as 
a result of climate change. Impacts of climate change are projected to be less severe in 
places like Vermont, making it appealing to new residents evading the natural hazard events 
already occurring around the country.  Ongoing municipal and energy planning should 
consider the townȭs ability  to absorb some population growth in the future.  
 
2.3 Housing 
 

Housing in Dorset is primarily owner-occupied single family units, although there are short-
term and long-term rental units and two family dwelling units. Seasonal residences 
comprise a significant proportion of Dorsetȭs housing (see Table 2). Therefore, the number 
of housing units is larger than one would expect for a town wit h a resident population of 
2,031 persons. 
 
According to the 2010 U.S. Census, there are 1,450 housing units in Dorset, of which 468 are 
vacation/seasonal units. This refers to units, not properties, and includes, for example, units 
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which comprise a part of a structure. The following Table presents housing data from the 
2010 U.S. Census for Dorset, its immediate neighbors, the Region, Bennington County, and 
the State.  

TABLE 2 
Seasonal/Vacation and Year-Round Housing Units (Source: 2010 US Census) 

 
Town Total Housing 

Units 
Seasonal/Vacatio

n Units 
Yr-Round 

Units 
% Seasonal 

Units 
Dorset 1,450 468 982 32.3 
Manchester 2,864 615 2,249 21.5 
Peru 697 508 189 72.9 
Rupert 482 151 331 31.3 
Sandgate 287 105 182 36.6 

     
Bennington County 20,922           4,294 15,730            20.5  
State of Vermont 294,382          50,198 256,442            15.6  
     

Using the 2010 population figure of 2,031 and the 2010 figure for number of year-round 
units of 982, there is an average number of persons per unit in Dorset of 2.07 (reasonable 
when compared with the Bennington County figure of 2.23 persons per unit). 2010 Census 
housing units in Dorset total 1,450 units. At 2.07 persons per unit, the housing units could, if 
they were all year-round units, accommodate 3,233 persons. 
 
The prices and affordability of housing in Dorset are 
discussed in Section 6 of this Plan, together with 
policies to address affordability and growth 
management.  A great way to improve housing 
quality and affordability is through comprehensive 
weatherization and efficiency upgrades.  Strategies 
for improving energy efficiency of homes are 
discussed in Section 9: Energy.  
 

2.4 Economic Development  
 

Though Dorset is largely a residential community, serving both year-round and seasonal 
residents, over 100 commercial businesses are located in the town and contribute to the 
communityȭs vitality. Most business activit ies are in service provision, with 46 
establishments providing professional and business services, leisure and hospitality, and 
financial activities.  Goods production makes up a third of private businesses, with 32 
establishments in the construction, manufacturing, and natural resources sectors.  
 
In 2017, the village centers of Dorset and East Dorset were designated by the VT Agency of 
Commerce and Community Development as hubs for future economic development in the 
town.  As part of this program, tax incentives, priority stat us for grant applications, and 
other benefits are available to encourage private and public investments in these areas.  
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Infi ll development that concentrates businesses and public amenities in these compact, 
walkable villages can help retain existing businesses and attract new ones.  
 
Dorset residents envision their town as a peaceful, but far from boring, place to live, work, 
and play. Residents appreciate the village scale of the townȭs commercial development, its 
rural character, natural beauty, historic buildings, excellent school, efficient government, 
arts community, superb hospitality offerings, and friendly people.  Dorset aims to maintain 
its existing agricultural and forestry businesses as thriving  enterprises, to encourage clean 
industries, and to promote service businesses compatible with the townȭs rural envir ons.  
Within easy reach, more extensive employment, shopping, and hospitality services are 
available in the Town of Manchester. Dorset seeks to: 
 

¶ Enhance the existing villages as places of economic and community activit y 
compatible with the residential uses that comprise the majority of land use in the 
villages; 

¶ In particular, enhance Dorset and East Dorset village centers as community hubs 
by improving business and housing infill development opportunit ies, pedestrian 
and bicycle safety, and civic uses and public amenities;  

¶ Encourage appropriate new commercial and industrial activity in clustered areas 
of the town.   

¶ Prohibit strip  development along transportation corridors, instead concentrating 
development in dedicated clusters of economic and residential  activity .   

 

2.5 Dorsetȭs Relationship  wit h the Region and with Adjacen t Municipalitie s 
 
Dorset recognizes that the adjacent Town of Manchester provides and will continue to 
provide jobs and certain educational, recreational, and cultural facilities to residents of 
Dorset and the region. The Town will continue to cooperate with the Town of Manchester 
where Manchesterȭs services are appropriately provided to the people of Dorset. In addition, 
the Town will work to maintain and enhance the level of service of community facilities 
appropriate to the town level ɀ elementary education, library services, fire fighting, and so 
forth. 
 

In addition to the Town of Manchester, the Town also shares boundaries with the Towns of 
Peru, Rupert, and Winhall in Bennington County, and with the Towns of Danby and Mt. 
Tabor in Rutland County. Dorset will continue to cooperate with these municipalitie s with 
respect to issues of mutual interest. 
 
The Town also recognizes roles of the various regional organizations and State agencies in 
providing regional level facilities and services. The Town will cooperate with the 
appropriate regional and State agencies to further its objectives in areas such as waste 
management, housing, conservation, pollut ion control, energy planning, economic 
development, transportation planning, and coordination of land use planning.  
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SECTION 3 STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES 
 
The Plan of the Town is designed to guide development towards the achievement of certain 
objectives in the community. These are the Townȭs general objectives. They are listed in the 
same order as the Stateȭs general planning goals (24 VSA #4302) in order to facili tate 
comparison. For each sub-heading of objectives, references are provided to both the Stateȭs 
goals, and to the Section(s) of this Plan where more detailed policies to achieve these 
objectives are to be found. 
 

3.1 Land Use and Economy (State Goals 1 & 2; Sec. 4 of this Plan)  
 

1. Provide for a variety of land uses that take advantage of the rural, residential, scenic, 
agricultural and forested character of the town. 

 
2. Encourage a pattern of development that can be served efficiently and economically by 

existing and planned public facilities and services.  Direct development to historic village 
centers where a range of uses may be accommodated efficiently in walkable, mixed use, 
and attractive village centers.  

 
3. Recognize the importance of the existing village centers as traditional foci for residential 

development and community activity, and vill age-scale mixed use and commercial 
development. Strengthen the importance of the villages by encouraging growth within 
the village areas and by expanding their boundaries where appropriate. 

 
4. Provide appropriate locations and sufficient acreage for the expansion of commercial 

and industrial activities. Provide controls on uses and site design within the areas 
designated for commercial and industrial uses. 

 
5. Avoiding sprawl by directing development to clustered areas along or near existing 

public roads, thus avoiding unnecessary new road mileage and costly servicing. This 
applies equally to second homes which may, in the future, be occupied by year-round 
residents. Access roads will remain private with recorded maintenance agreements. 

 
6.  Support the development of home businesses and the telecommunications 

infrastructure  that allows such enterprises and work-from-home arrangements to 
succeed.  

  
7. Provide for review of subdivisions of land to ensure proper design of roads, proper site                   

development, and protection of agricultural and forestry lands, natural resource and 
natural hazard areas, and water resources. 

 
8. Accommodate the changing needs of the town through a continuous and comprehensive 

planning program. 
 
9. Encourage agricultural and forest uses of the land, including on-farm businesses and 
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rural enterprises, that contribute to a stable local economy, balanced land use, and 
public benefit .   

 
3.2 Education (Stat e Goal 3, Sec. 8 of this Plan) 
 
1. Develop long range plans for education, in cooperation with other towns and the region.  

Acquire land in anticipation of future needs for schools and related facilities at the 
earliest possible time. 

 
2. Ensure that the rate of new residential development is in keeping with the ability  of the                    

school system to serve the increased number of students. 
 
3.  Support the Taconic and Green Regional School District in its effort to ensure all of its 

students have every reasonable opportunity to become healthy, self-dir ected, self-
fulfilled individuals and active, civic-minded citizens. 

 
3.3 Transportation (State Goal 4; Sec. 7 of this Pl an) 
 
1. Provide for safe, convenient, economic, and energy efficient transportation systems 

within the town.  
 
2. Encourage the State in its various transportation planning studies to carry out all 

highway improvements and reconstructions in the town in a safe manner, and with 
sufficient width to provide for bicycle use. 

 
3. Encourage State and federal implementation of traffic calming measures along major                       

corridors th rough the village areas in additi on to law enforcement. 
 
4.  Pursue opportunities to lower energy use in the transportation sector by supporting the 

use of electric-powered vehicles in town and by expanding access to public transit, 
ridesharing, and bike and pedestrian pathways.  

 
3.4 Natural, Scenic, Historic Resources (Stat e Goals 5 & 6, Sec. 5 of this Plan) 
   
1. Achieve the best possible quality of environment for the townȭs residents. 
 
2. Protect aquifers and recharge areas, groundwater and our Class A and B streams, so that 

the town may have a continuing supply of pure water for domestic (which includes 
drink ing water) and recreational use.  Update mapping of source protection areas.  

 
3. Protect habitat forest blocks and wildlife corridors  and crossings and incorporate The 

Nature Conservancyȭs resilient landscapes into resource mapping and land use analyses. 
 
4. Keep the rugged and poorly accessible mountain and forest areas free from 

development, reserved for forestry and other uses appropriate to their character. 
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5. Maintain profiles and ridge lines of mountains and hills in their natural state to preserve 

their scenic beauty. 
 
6. Promote the continued use of high value agricultural and forestry lands, both as part of 

the economic base of the town, and to preserve the scenic and environmental quality of 
the town. 

 
7. Retain as much permanent open space as possible through infill and mixed use 

development in the village centers, preservation of natural resource lands and natural 
hazard areas, and encouragement of agricultural and forest practices. 

 
8. Protect, in a manner consistent with the Statewide Historic Preservation Plan, areas of 

special educational and scientifi c value and conserve sites, structures, and 
neighborhoods of historic and architectural significance for their beneficial impact on 
the economic, cultural, and environmental life of the town. 

 
9. Common land in a subdivision shall remain as permanent open space. 
 
10. Consider land or easement acquisition in some cases and work with other                                       

organizations such as land trusts to acquire an interest in lands important to the                               
implementation of this section.  Consider creation of a land acquisition fund. 

 

3.5 Energy Conservation (Sta te Goal 7, Sec. 9 of this Plan) 
 

1. Enhance energy conservation and efficiency, reduce total energy consumption in 
businesses and homes, and increase reliance on aesthetically-sited renewable and 
alternative energy sources.   
 

2. Support projects to achieve the Stateȭs energy goals as outlined in the Vermont 
Comprehensive Energy Plan (CEP), in particular the goal to meet 90% of total energy 
needs with renewable energy sources by the year 2050.  

 

3.6 Recreation (State Goal 8, Sec. 8 of this Plan) 
 

1. Continue to develop and expand recreation networks, including the development of trail 
systems, in cooperation with other towns and the region. Acquire land, sites and 
easements for these at the earliest possible time.   

 
2. Protect and expand access to the townȭs recreational assets and amenities, including the 

Dorset Marsh, which make the town an attractive place for outdoor recreational pursuits 
for local residents and visitors alike. 

 
3.7 Agricu lture an d Forestry (State Goal 9, Sec. 5 of this Plan)  
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1. Encourage the preservation of high quality agricultural lands for agricultural uses. 
 
2. Encourage the maintenance and strengthening of the forest industry and related 

secondary industries within the town. 
 
3. Provide for the evaluation of suitability of  lands for development in the Townȭs 

development review processes. 
 
4. In reviewing development proposals, discourage the creation of land use conflicts with                    

existing agricultural or forest industries. 
 
5. Encourage sound agricultural and forestry practices within the town. 
 
6. Seek and support changes in property value taxation which would favor the continuation 

of agricultural and forestry uses. 
 
3.8 Natural Resources and Extract ive Resources (State Goal 10, Sec. 5 of this Plan)  
 

1. Allow reasonable and responsible use of the townȭs underground extractive resources, 
in a manner which minimizes negative impacts on the surrounding area. 

 
2. Require rehabilitation and redevelopment of extractive sites as they are completed. 
 
3. Protect natural resources including agricultural and forest lands, wetlands, water                             

resources, wildlife habitats, fragile areas, and rare plant habitats. 
 
3.9 Housing (State Goal 11, Sec. 6 of this Plan)  
 

1. Encourage a diverse and affordable range of housing options needed to house the                      
projected population of the town. 

 
2. Encourage the development of housing that will be safe, sanitary, and conveniently 

located, and will not impact negatively on neighboring development in terms of health 
and safety. 

 
3. Seek practical solutions to the gap between house prices and housing affordabilit y. 
 
4. Encourage housing density to reduce energy use for transportation and to preserve open 

land. 
 
5. Encourage efficiency and conservation of energy in housing new and old.  
 

3.10 Public Facilities and Services (State Goal 12, Sec. 8 of this Plan)  
 
1. Provide for public facilities and services needed to serve the town. 
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2.  Allow for the expansion of public and/or private community water supply where 

practical, and protect current and future water supply sources to meet future needs. 
 
3.  Evaluate options to develop a municipal or community wastewater treatment system to 

serve the Dorset Village center.  
 
4.  Encourage the highest level of personal health for everyone in our community through 

investments and programs that encourage healthy lifestyles, reduce risks, and create 
access to quality healthcare regardless of age, income, or ability.  

 
3.11 Child Care Services (State Goal 13, Section 8 of this Plan)  
 
1. Support the availability of safe and affordable child care for residents of the town.  
 
3.12 Flood Resilience  (State Goal 14, Section 5 of this Plan)  
 
1. Restrict development in areas that are prone to flooding and flood erosion hazards.  

 
2. Maintain local planning documents and policies that allow Dorset residents to access 

federal flood insurance and FEMA recovery funding in the case of a natural disaster. 
 
 
SECTION 4 LAND USE PLAN 
 

Dorset is predominantly a rural town. The Vermont Municipal and Regional Planning and 
Development Act, which establishes the basis for local land use planning, defines a rural 
community as a municipality consisting of 2,500 or fewer persons as evidenced by the most 
recent U.S. Census.  In addition to its definition by population numbers, Dorset is primarily 
rural due to its topographical characteristics and development suitabilities.   
 

4.1 Existing Land Use Patterns  
 
4.1.1 Mounta inous Areas  
 

The mountainous areas are typified by forests, forestry uses, absence of improved roads, 
and very low density residential development.  These areas are consistent with the lands 
known as Upland Forests in the Regional Plan.  More than 80 percent of the land area of 
Dorset is in forest.  Some of this forested area is also included in the rural areas described 
below.  
 

4.1.2 Valley Lands and Rural Areas  
 

The valley lands, outside of the villages, contain a variety of low density uses ɀ 
predominantly agricultural and related uses and rural housing. Valley lands include the 
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lands known as rural areas in the Bennington Regional Plan.  Rural areas are characterized 
by slopes and suitable soils that allow carefully planned development that considers ridge 
line protection, open space, agricultural, and forestry values. 
 

4.1.3 Villages  
 

Within the valleys are built -up areas with concentrations of development in small villages; 
Dorset Village and East Dorset are the largest of these villages.  Each contains a collection of 
residential uses together with non-residential uses such as village scale commercial uses, 
churches, post offices, and similar uses.  Settlements at South Dorset and South Village also 
represent significant residential groupings, with some non-residential uses in South Dorset.  

 
New England villages represent historic settlement areas, which in Dorset typically consist 
of one and two-story detached buildings with surrounding mountains that form a scenic 
backdrop.  Villages are the commercial and cultural hubs of a rural community, where 
residents come together to socialize, to execute public and priv ate business, and to procure 
basic goods and services.  In Dorset, there is an acknowledged village scale that defines the 
character of the town.  Villages should be built at a pedestrian scale (as opposed to an 
automotive drive-by scale) and as such should be safe and navigable on foot and by bike, for 
young children and elderly residents alike.  As part of their historic tradition, streets are just 
wide enough to accommodate no more than two lanes of traffic, a scale that should be 
maintained.  Sidewalks, where appropriate, encourage pedestrian activity  and help define 
the village.   
 
Villages concentrate business and employment opportunities , public services, residential 
units, cultural activities, and community needs so that public service provision is 
economical and energy efficient.  Because it is desirable to maintain clearly defined edges at 
limits of village areas, new development should take advantage of infill opportuniti es and 
mixed use design rather than expand beyond village boundaries.  In fact, mixed use and infill 
development in village centers helps keep these historic areas vibrant and economically 
viable.  Compact design encourages residents and visitors to forego use of fossil fuel 
powered vehicles in favor of walking and biking.  This is consistent with Dorsetȭs 
commitment to conserve energy and promote the health of its residents.  For details of 
ongoing projects to pursue these community goals, see Sections 7 (transportation) and 9 
(energy).  
 
Dorset and East Dorset Villages 
 
Dorset and East Dorset represent the two core commercial and cultural centers in the Town 
of Dorset. Dorset Village includes The Dorset Post Office, The Dorset Historical Society, The 
United Church of Dorset & East Rupert, The Dorset Playhouse, The Dorset Public Library, 
The Union Store, and several inns and restaurants. East Dorset includes the East Dorset Post 
Office, The Dorset Town Office, The East Dorset Fire Department, The Bill Wilson House and 
Library, the East Dorset Congregational Church and some existing stores.   
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Dorset and East Dorset are within walking distance of numerous residences and there is an 
effort  to increase shopping, dining and entertainment  opportunities  in these village centers 
consistent with the residential character of the area. Through the Vermont ACCD Village 
Designation Program, both Dorset and East Dorset were granted village center designations 
in September 2017.  This program promotes private and public investment in village 
centers through tax credits and other incentives that can spur redevelopment. Designated 
villages and town centers are also prioritized for state funding opportunit ies.  
 
Designation of these two centers supports the economic development goals of this plan by 
encouraging commercial development that would provide goods, services and employment 
opportunities in appropriate areas and by reinforcing histor ical development patterns. 
Designation also supports land use goals by helping maintain the rural character of the 
town. Designation helps improve the ability of these historic villages to attract residents and 
businesses, enhance their livability and unique sense of place and expand access to 
employment, housing, and public services. These designated village centers promote 
healthy, safe and walkable centers for people of all ages and incomes and reduce the 
combined costs of housing and transportation. 

 
An overview of the approximate land cover character of the town is provided in the 
following table, based on national land cover analysis.  In 2008 there was 7,128 acres in the 
VT Current Use Program and ten years later in 2018 the total acreage is 8,177. 
 

TABLE 3 
Dorset Land Cover in Acres and Percents 

Land Cover                           Acres                            Percent 
Woodland                           21,782                      71.1 
Pasture                             2,274                       7.4 
Wetland                          1,936                       6.3 
Water                         1,250                             4.1 
Cropland                             1,100                       3.6 
Open Land                            1,009                        3.3 
Developed                            679                      2.2 
Herbaceous/Scrub                              626                         2.0 
                                                ________                           ______ 
Totals                               30,656                             100.0 
 
Source: VT National Land Cover Dataset, 2001  

 

4.1.4 Development Along Tra nspor tation Corridors  
 

Apart from the villages, the major transportation corrido rs serve as the other focus for 
development. The Route 30 corridor accommodates a variety of small scale commercial 
uses, plus some commercial-industrial uses related to the townȭs rural and tourism 
economies. For example, there are two wood products industries, a nursery, a farm products 
outlet, a campground, and various antique and craft businesses. The Route 7/7A corridor 
has attracted a variety of uses serving residents and tourists, including restaurants, tourist 
accommodation facilities, and campgrounds, and commercial/industrial operation s. A 
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purpose of this Plan is to allow clustered development along these transportation corridors 
so that strip -type development is prohibited.  Morse Hill Road, which links villages in the 
two valleys, has attracted mostly residential development.  Its western flank contains a 
major community facility, the Dorset Elementary School, which is a K-8 school within the 
Taconic and Green Regional School District that serves school children throughout Dorset. 
 
Additional residential development is found primarily  along the townȭs public road network. 
Dorset Hollow is one such concentrati on of rural residential development, and roads such as 
West Road, Mad Tom Road, and Kirby Hollow Road also accommodate significant numbers 
of housing units. 
 
4.2 Future Land Use Plan and Policies  
 

The Future Land Use Plan reflects and builds upon the pattern of existing development as 
well as desired future development patterns in the town.  The Future Land Use Plan 
requires that all development plans consider the development goals of the community 
together with natural resource opportunities and constraints, and then design appropriate 
plans with these needs in mind.  Six general planning areas are shown on the Future Land 
Use Map and described below.  These areas should not be interpreted as zoning districts, 
but rather as planning areas that provide a general vision for desired future development.  
 

MAP 1:  Future  Land Use Plan 
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In addition  to the following planning areas, which roughly correspond to specific zoning 
districts, there are in Dorset a number of Ȱoverlayȱ policies, such as Ridgeline and 
Mountainside Conservation, floodplain protection, and the Design Review Area in the 
Historic District , related to specific issues or land types which are described elsewhere in 
this Plan. Therefore, in reading this Plan for any specific location, general land use policies 
will be found in this Section, but reference must be made to other sections of the Plan to 
determine additional relevant policies of the Town. 
 
4.2.1 Urban Designations  
 

ȰUrbanȱ is a relative term, and in Dorset the urban areas would be considered rural in many 
other localities. In Dorset, the Ȱurbanȱ areas are defined as the Mixed Use, Concentrated 
Residential, and the Commercial-Industrial areas. 
 
The lands designated in these categories are intended to accommodate a large proportion of 
Dorsetȭs commercial and residential growth. The concentration of development in these 
areas is an efficient use of public investment in infrastructure and of maintenance services. 
In addition, it helps to relieve growth pressure in the outlying areas. In these areas of urban 
designation, appropriate natural resource and natural hazard policies will apply, and as 
densely-settled, mixed use zones, these areas should be safe and accommodating for both 
pedestrian and bicycle traffic . 
 

 

4.2.1.1 Mixed Use 
 

a) Location:   
 
Mixed Use areas are designated wi thin the settlement areas of Dorset Village, East Dorset, 
and South Dorset. The indicated areas approximately represent existing concentrations of 
village-scale commercial and residential uses, but with room for infi lling.  
 

b) Pur pose: 
 
Mixed Use areas provide space for housing and suitable business and service establishments 
to provide employment opportunities and commercial and service facilities for local 
residents and visitors. Maintaining commercial and residential activities in these areas 
should be consistent with the historic character of the compact, walkable, and mixed use 
settlement pattern.   
 

c) Uses:  
 
Commercial uses in the Mixed Use areas shall be small scale retail and service commercial 
uses compatible with the vil lage surround ings ɀ that is, the historic settlement pattern and 
village scale. In addition, residential uses, small scale offices, tourist  accommodation 
facilities, restaurants, and home occupations shall be encouraged. Housing options should 
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be diverse and affordable and, when appropriate, mixed with commercial uses.  
 

d) Policies:  
 
1. Support uses, building types and styles, and scale of development compatible with 

village scale. 
 
2. Revise allowable densities, setbacks, minimum lot sizes, in the Mixed Use areas to create 

more opportunit y for infill development, affordable housing and community 
development.  

 
3. Commercial uses in the village shall adhere to detailed perform ance standards regarding 

development effects such as traffic flow, lighting, noise levels, and more.  
 
4. Encourage the combination of commercial and residential uses in the Village 

Commercial areas through mixed use development.  Permit commercial business and 
professional uses of a service nature compatible with residential use. 

 
5. Encourage conservation of open land between Mixed Use designations to prevent strip 

development. 
 
6. Town residents recognize distinctions among the four Mixed Use areas in Dorset. The 

Town should consider pursuing a Town Master Plan focusing on commercial areas to 
assess how each of these unique areas may reach its potential. 

 

 

4.2.1.2 Concentrated  Residential  
 
a) Location:  
 
Concentrated Residential areas are designated in the settlement areas of Dorset Village, East 
Dorset, South Dorset, and South Village of East Dorset. The designated areas approximately 
represent existing and future infill development area for concentrated village residential 
development.  
 

b) Purp ose: 
 
The Concentrated Residential areas are designated to recognize concentrations of existing 
development, provide for maintenance of the village communities as desirable places to live, 
and also to encourage new, infill  residential development and some compatible commercial 
development of a scale and type appropria te to the village environment. 
 

c) Uses: 
  

Uses in the Concentrated Residential areas shall be housing with additional uses compatible 
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with residential uses, including, when appropriate, mixed uses.  
 
d) Policies:  
 
1. Enhance the attractive residential environment of the village areas by furt her developing 

the vil lages as charming and desirable places to live.  In the Design Overlay District, hold 
existing and new development to standards that sustain its historic character.   

 
2. Recognize the existing vil lages as the original form of Ȱcluster developmentȱ in which 

houses are Ȱclusteredȱ together to share community facilities in an economically and 
energy efficient manner, and also thereby to avoid development in important natural 
resource areas.  

 
3. Encourage the efficient use of infrastructure faciliti es in the villages, including village 

roads, existing water systems, and public facilities such as the post offices, library, 
emergency services, and so forth.  
 

5.  Encourage a mix of housing types and affordability levels within the Concentrated 
Residential areas capable of housing current town residents who wish to downsize and 
age in place as well as new residents of the town. To be compatible with existing 
development, residential types will include single family, two family, and multi-family 
houses, and homes may include an apartment within the primary structure, or within an 
accessory building.  
  

6.  Ensure safe and adequate water supply and sewage disposal systems for both existing 
and new housing in the villages.  Evaluate options to develop a municipal or community 
wastewater treatment system to allow for infill residential development in Dorset 
Village.  
 

6. Encourage the expansion of the Dorset Village water supply. 
 
7. Recognize that the potential future water supply area of the East Dorset water supply 

system exceeds the area of the existing water service area. Undertake a future study to 
determine whether (and how) the boundaries of the designated Concentrated 
Residential area could be expanded. 

 
8. Encourage pedestrian and bicycle access, safety, and wayfinding. 
 
 

4.2.1.3 Commercial -Indus trial  
 
a) Location:  
 
Four Commercial-Industrial areas are designated in the Town Plan. Three of the 
Commercial-Industrial areas are located along the Route 7/7A corridor. One of the 
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Commercial-Industrial areas is located along the Route 30 corridor.  The Town intends to 
revise these districts  to eliminate areas where site conditions, such as wetlands and 
conservation easements, preclude commercial and industrial development.  
 
b) Purpos e: 
 

The Commercial-Industrial areas are designated to recognize existing commercial-industrial 
uses and to provide for suitable locations of adequate size to attract new light 
commercial-industrial development in the town, additional businesses and services needed 
in the community , and new employment and housing opportunities for local residents.  
 
c) Uses:  
 
Commercial uses in the Commercial-Industrial areas shall be light manufacturing or 
assembly of goods, offices, distribution centers, and similar light industr ies, subject to strict 
performance standards, as well as agriculture , forestry, and other rural uses.  Additional 
uses, including public spaces, recreational uses, home occupations, and residential uses, may 
be permitted.  
 

d) Polic ies:  
 
1. Control  the number and design of commercial-industrial  access points to Route 7/7A to 

maintain the roadway in good condition  over time and reduce need for costly upkeep.  
 
2. Encourage new light commercial-industrial uses within these areas, and in accordance 

with high standards of performance and site design. 
 
3. Permit a mixture of uses within these areas, designed in a way to minimize land use 

conflicts. 
 
4. Uses to be particularly encouraged are those that provide employment opportunities for 

the local residents, such as clean, light industry. 
 
5. As the East Dorset industrial park located at Tennis Way/ Hills  Court reaches capacity 

the Town should research siting of future similar commercial establishments.  
 

 

4.2.2 Rural Designations  
 

ȰRuralȱ designations refer to the Rural, Rural Forest, and Forestry and Recreation areas.  
These areas cover most of the town. 
 

4.2.2.1 Rural  
 

a) Location: 
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Rural areas are designated in the townȭs valleys, in areas below elevation 1600 feet, and 
outside of the areas designated for Mixed Use, Concentrated Residential, or 
Commercial-Industrial .  
 

b) Purpose: 

 

The Rural areas are designated to recognize and permit a range of rural and residential uses, 
while protectin g resources of open space, views, agricultural and forest lands, natural areas, 
and wildlife  habitats. These areas are the parts of town that have recently experienced the 
most development pressure, and which also contain many areas deserving special 
consideration for resource protection. The policies for this planning category are intended 
to permit reasonable types and quantities of rural development, while giving full 
consideration for all of the resource policies of this Plan.  
 

c) Uses: 
 

Uses in the Rural areas shall  be agriculture, forestry and related uses, low density 
residential uses, and other rural or open space uses. Additional compatible uses such as 
recreational uses, Ȱbed and breakfasts,ȱ and home occupations may be permitted.  
 

d) Policies: 

 

1. Allow a limited amount of rural residential development in a fashion that will protect the 
townȭs natural and scenic resources.  

 
2. Encourage conservation of important agricultural soils for current and future use and 

existing agricultural uses. (Refer to Sec.  5.1 of this Plan.)  
 
3. Encourage conservation of the townȭs forestry resources. (Refer to Sec. 5.2 of this Plan.) 
 
4. Encourage development of appropriately sized and screened renewable energy facilities, 

which improves the townȭs energy resilience and can enhance the financial viability of 
keeping agricultural  and forested lands in production or conservation.  

 
5. Where warranted, require new residential subdivisions to be of a cluster form, designed 

to preserve open space, natural resources, and natural hazard lands.  
 
6. Ensure that new residential development can be provided with safe and adequate water 

supply and sewage disposal facilities. 
 
7. Ensure that new residential development will not adversely impact existing residential 

development with respect to the provision of a safe and adequate water supply.  This 
will be accomplished through following regulatory means provided by the State.  
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8. Require that new development be served either by existing public or private roads, or by 
new private roads.  Require that all new roads be constructed to proper standards to 
allow easy access by emergency and other service vehicles.  

 
9. Require that access roads will remain private, with recorded maintenance agreements. 

Encourage development of recorded road maintenance agreements when new 
development is proposed along existing access roads. 

 
10.  Avoid creation of land-locked parcels. 
 
11.  Minimize driveways or roads crossing steep slopes. 
 
12.  When new development is proposed on existing substandard private roads, require, 

where possible, upgrading of such existing substandard roads. 
 
13.  Require that new development provide water to fight fi res as per specifications 

provided by the fir e districts. 
 
14.  Encourage a mix of housing types and affordability in the rural housing supply. 
 
15.  Favor compact forms of development, using short lengths of roadway, over more 

extensive development scattered along long distances of roadway. Encourage infi ll  
development in existing development clusters along existing roadways. 

 
 
4.2.2.2 Rural Forest 
 

a) Location:  
 

All lands in the town above 1600 feet elevation and below 2000 feet elevation are 
designated Rural Forest areas. Most of these lands are not suitable for normal development 
due to limitations related to topography, soil conditions, high elevation, and inaccessibility.  
 

b) Purpose:  
 

Rural Forest lands are designated to recognize the importance of the townȭs forest 
resources and forest industry, and to preserve rugged forest areas and high mountain lands 
for continued forestry uses and open spaces and associated public benefits. 
 

c) Uses: 
 

Uses in the Rural Forest areas shall be forestry and related uses and public recreational 
uses. In addition, some very low density residential development, or low density cluster 
subdivision, may be permitted subject to detailed regulations.  Customary home 
occupations, certain wood processing operations such as logging and fir ewood and similar 
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uses may be permitted.  
 
d) Polic ies: 
 
1. The townȭs Rural Forest areas are considered a valuable resource to the town. Reference 

must be made to policies specific to the forest resources (Section 5.2) and to the other 
natural resource policies (Section 5) affecting these lands. 

 
2. Permitted residential development in these areas will be strictly reviewed and 

controlled wit h respect to water and sanitary sewage disposal systems, erosion 
concerns, avoidance of steep slopes, protection of natural drainageways, maintenance of 
forest resources, and screening from the townȭs roadways and settlement areas. 

 
3. Permitted residential development shall be designed to minimize conflict with the 

functioning of forestry operations. 
 
4. Permitted residential development shall either be of a very low density (minimum lot 

size of 10 acres) or shall be clustered with a density not to exceed 1 unit per 10 acres of 
net developable land. 

 
5. The Planning Commission may require that subdivisions in Rural Forest areas be in a 

cluster form. 
 
 
4.2.2.3 Forestry  and Recreation  
 

a) Location:  
 
All lands in the town above 2000 feet elevation are designated Forestry and Recreation 
areas. Most of these lands are not suitable for normal development due to limitations 
related to topography, soil conditions, high elevation, and inaccessibility . 
 
b) Purpose:  
 
Forestry and Recreation areas are designated solely to recognize the importance of the 
townȭs forest resources and forest industry, and to preserve rugged forest areas and high 
mountainous lands for continued forestry uses and open spaces and associated public 
benefits. 
 

c) Uses: 
 
Uses in the Forestry and Recreation areas shall be forestry and related uses and public 
recreational uses.  Other uses that may be permitted include temporary hunting or fishing 
camps, public uses, and extractive industries.  
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Aerial view of Owls Head & Green Peak, part of 
the Taconic Mountain  range running thr ough 
the center of town fr om the north.  
 

d) Polic ies: 
 
1. The townȭs Forestry and Recreation lands are considered a valuable natural resource to 

the town. Policies specific to forest resource lands, both within and outside of this 
planning area, are discussed in Section 5 of this Plan. 
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Artȭs Bench, Owls Head Town Forest 
 

SECTION 5 NATURAL, SCENIC, AND HISTORIC RESOURCES 
 

The Town of Dorset is fortunate to have extensive natural, scenic and historic resources that 
combine to make Dorset such an attractive place to live. From the breathtaking views at 
Gilbert Lookout in Owls Head Town Forest to the tr anquility of the Dorset Marsh, the Town 
of Dorset offers residents and visitors unparalleled access to stunning vistas and rich 
history.  Town residents have always treasured the communityȭs natural endowment and 
sought to preserve it , such as when Dorset petitioned and gained recognition of the Dorset 
Marsh as the first Class I wetland in Vermont in 1992.   
 
In recent years, the Town has taken further steps 
to steward its natural and historic resources.  For 
example, in 2016 the Town partnered with the 
Vermont Youth Conservation Corps, the Vermont 
Land Trust, and the Dorset Historical Society to 
expand the Town Forest and develop a trail 
network that highlights the historic Gettysburg 
Quarry and connects with existing public 
preserved lands.  Such efforts highlight the 
interconnected legacies of Dorset history with the 
natural environment, and the opportunities that 
exist today to celebrate these resources by 
preserving them and making them more 
accessible to town residents.  
 
All of these resources require special care and consideration so that they continue to be 
recognized and available to future generations of Dorset residents and visitors. The 
resource policies contained in this section must be read in conjunction with the townȭs land 
use policies.  The objective of these policies is to consider natural, scenic, and historic 
resource opportunities when designing new development.  Appropriate development will  
recognize the value of these resources and adapt to site conditions to preserve them.   
 
This chapter provides an overview of the townȭs (1) Natural resource areas, (2) Scenic 
resources, and (3) Historic  assets.  (4) Natural hazard areas, which include locations prone 
to flooding and fluvial erosion, are reviewed at the end of the chapter.   
 
5.1 Natural  Resource Areas and Policie s 
 

Natural resource areas in Dorset include: 
¶ agricultural soils 
¶ forested lands 
¶ streams, lakes, ponds, and wetlands 
¶ wildlife habit at areas 
¶ springs and public water sources 
¶ extractive resources 
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MAP 2:  Prime Agr icul tural So il s 
 

 
5.1.1 Agricult ural Soils 
 

Dorset contains a considerable amount of farmland, some of which is actively farmed, and 
some of which has historically been farmed but is now inactive. Since the conservation of 
open space is a major objective 
of the Plan, as well as the 
maintenance of the agricultural 
sector of the economy, the Town 
should encourage the 
continuation of farming where it 
is most suitable and preserve 
agricultural soils for future  use 
when possible.  Placing an 
explicit economic value on 
agricultural  soils is a highly 
effective, non-regulatory 
approach to preservation of 
agricultural land.  Methods 
include community -supported 
agriculture (CSA) programs, 
investment in conservation 
easements, and participation in 
state tax abatement programs.  
 
5.1.2 Forest Lands 
 

More than 70 percent of the land 
area of Dorset is in steep and rugged forest and mountain land, generally located away from 
existing roads and development. Most of this land is not suitable for development.  Demand 
for land for building development will  not be large enough in the foreseeable future to use 
any substantial portion of the nearly 21,000 acres of forest and mountain land in Dorset.  
The bulk of this land should remain as timberland. Therefore, encouragement of good forest 
management, through land use taxation and other means, becomes essential.   
 
In addition to providing forest products, wildlife habitat area, and recreational 
opportunities, forest lands serve as vast carbon sinks that help to offset greenhouse gas 
emissions. The various ecosystem services that forests provide, such as the capturing and 
filtering  of rainwater to reduce stormwater runoff and flood hazards, will be vital in the 
future as high volume precipitation events occur with greater frequency.  For these reasons, 
the conservation of wooded areas in Dorset is an important climate change mitigation 
strategy.  
 
The Town has designated lands above 2000 feet elevation for forest use since 1972. In 1984, 
it was determined that lands of elevations between 1600 and 2000 feet also had severe 
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limitations to  development. The Town recognizes the natural value of these areas through 
Rural Forest and Forestry and Recreation future planning designations. 
 
The Town recognizes that important forest resources exist outside the areas designated as 
Rural Forest and Forest and Recreation areas, and the conservation of their  forest resources 
is also important to ensure forest habitat connectivity.  The best way to preserve low-lying, 
high-value forested lands is through non-regulatory measures such as supporting forestry-
based businesses, encouraging participation in state tax abatement programs, and 
conserving forested areas through easements.   
 
5.1.3 Water Resources 
 
Dorsetȭs lakes, ponds, and streams are important natural resources for wildl ife habitat, 
sources of water for domestic and recreational use, and for agricultural operations. The 
town contains headwaters of three important watersheds ɀ those of the BattenKill , the Otter 
Creek, and the Mettawee River. Emerald Lake (28 acres), Prentiss Pond (5 acres), and South 
Village Pond (5 acres) are the major bodies of open water in the town. In addition, there are 
smaller water bodies and many streams that are important.   
 
Both Dorset Village and East Dorset have public water supply systems.  Each is operated by 
a separate Prudential Committee and are part of the fire districts.  Existing public water 
sources are mapped and the ground water source protection areas are shown in Map 3: 
Water Resources.  The Town is exploring opportunities for new water sources to be brought 
online, including a potential well site in Dorset Village.  Water resources and associated 
resource protection areas merit further study and mapping to protect resource areas from 
pollution and degradation.  
 
Wetlands are another important natural resource.  Wetlands in the Dorset area provide 
considerable benefits.  Vermont Wetland Rules identify ten functions of wetlands and buffer 
zones which furth er define their significance.  These are: 

¶ water storage for flood water and storm runoff; 
¶ surface and groundwater protection; 
¶ fisheries habitat; 
¶ wi ldlife and migratory bird  habitat; 
¶ hydrophytic vegetation habitat; 
¶ threatened and endangered species habitat; 
¶ education and research in natural sciences; 
¶ recreational value and economic benefits; 
¶ open space and aesthetics; and 
¶ erosion control through binding and stabilizing the soil.   

 
The Dorset Marsh is a wetland of statewide significance and is classified as a Class 1 
Wetland.  There are also important  wetlands at the base of the Green Mountains in East 
Dorset, along courses of the Otter Creek and the BattenKill , and elsewhere.   Wetlands in 
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Dorset are shown on Map 3, Water Resources, and are shown on the National Wetlands 
Inventory maps, which are included by reference as part of this Plan.  During review of 
development applications, the Town may require more detailed mapping of wetlands as 
well as an explanation of their signifi cance on a particular site being considered for 
development.   

MAP 3:  Water Resources  
 

 
 

5.1.4 Wildlif e Habitat Areas  
 

Wildlife habitat areas such as contiguous tracts of forested land and the Dorset Marsh are 
also important to Dorset.  The State recently completed a project to assess and map forested 
areas across the state for their value as habitat areas and connectivity corridors for wildlife.   
By focusing on continuous forest cover rather than specific species habitats, this approach 
highlights the shared environments of many plants and animal species that require 
significant territo rial ranges for their populations to thrive.  
 
Map 4:  Natural Resources shows the locations of rare, threatened and endangered species, 
deer wintering areas, high priority f orest habitat blocks, wildlife roa d crossing areas, and 
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the boundary of the Green Mountain National Forest on the east side of town.  In areas 
where there is concern for natural and wildlife resources, the Planning Commission may 
require an applicant for development to prepare and have approved a wildlife management 
plan. 

MAP 4:  Natur al Resources  

 
 
Analysis by The Nature Conservancy, an international non-profit organization dedicated to 
environmental conservation, highlights Dorset as an area with a high level of climate change 
Ȭresilienceȭ due to its natural features.  Dorset has geophysical characteristics such as 
complex topography, connected natural cover, and high quality biodiversity features that 
provide ecological strongholds where the effects of climate change will be buffered by 
natural properties of the land.  In other words, plant and animal species can find areas of 
suitable conditions to thrive in close proximit y to where they currently reside, and as a 
result ecosystem changes associated with climate change will be more gradual than in other 
locations.  This unique combination of natural qualities provides both natural beauty and 
resilience to the Dorset area.  
 
5.1.5 Extr acti ve Resources 
 

Historically, Dorset was notable as a major source of marble, as evidenced by the important 
historic marble quarries included in the list of historic sites below. However, marble is no 


