


BENNINGTON REGIONAL PLAN 2025
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT TIMELINE

JAN FEB MAR  APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT OCT | NOV | DEC

Planning Commission
Meetings

BCRC staff meets with
municipal planning
commissions to discuss
draft FLU maps and
housing targets.

January - July

Tabling_at Public
Events

Quick, interactive May - October
engagement activities
at various regional
events.

Community Centers
Qutreach
Information and idea July - October
boards at libraries,
schools, and
community centers.

Survey Open

In;laut survey available
online and paper
copies at various
locations.

June - October

TASK JAN FEB MAR  APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT OCT | NOV | DEC



335 people engaged at public events

101 survey responses

27 Municipal planning commission meetings

Engagement 14 focus group participants

by the
Numbers

7 public events

5 Select Board meetings

4 idea poster locations

2 focus groups



Getting the Word Out...

* Dedicated Regional Plan webpage

e Local TV announcement

* Local newspaper article

* Social media (Facebook, Front Porch
Forum)

e Locallistservs

* Physical flyers posted throughout the
region

Direct outreach to community groups



http://www.bcrcvt.org/regional-plan.html
http://www.bcrcvt.org/regional-plan.html
https://gnat-tv.org/video-announcement-bcrc-regional-planning-survey/
https://gnat-tv.org/video-announcement-bcrc-regional-planning-survey/
https://www.benningtonbanner.com/local-news/bennington-county-planners-seek-public-input-for-2026-regional-plan/article_0aa8af59-2327-42b0-a759-a04fedbe45c0.html
https://www.benningtonbanner.com/local-news/bennington-county-planners-seek-public-input-for-2026-regional-plan/article_0aa8af59-2327-42b0-a759-a04fedbe45c0.html

Public Events

e Stamford Resilience Fair

 Coffee Hour at the Sheldon
Store

e Manchester Street Fest

* Celebrate Pownal Day
* Norman’s Attic Fall Fest

* North Bennington Village Block
Party

e Harvest Fest
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|dea Posters

* Unveiled at July 2024 BCRC commission meeting

* Locations:
« BCMCC
e JG McCullough Free Library
 Martha Canfield Memorial Library
* Solomon Wright Public Library




Municipal Meetings

BCRC FLU Map Viewer

* Introduce Act 181 andthe =™ . ...
sections relevant to - |
municipalities o I

Planned Growth Area

, Village Areas

) DevelOp and refine the [ Transition/Infill Areas
regional Future Land Use S

Resource-based Recreation Areas

M a p . Rural General

» Rural Ag and Forestry

. ° -Ruralc oooooo tion
 Discuss new tiered

system of Act 250 —
jurisdiction
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Dot Voting Results

Most Important Priorities for the Region

Safe, high-quality, and affordable housing for all Vermonters

Clean air and water, healthy forests and abundant wildlife

Improved access to educational opportunities, childcare, and public safety

Strong and diverse economy that provides satisfying and rewarding job
opportunities

Protected and preserved natural, scenic, and historic resources

Safe, convenient, energy efficienct transportation systems for all users

Abundant recreational opportunities for everyone

Compact downtown and village centers surrounded by rural countryside

Strong agricultural and forest industries

Increased renewable energy and reduced GHG emissions
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What We Heard: Themes

Community Recreation & Infrastructure
Life Wellbeing & Mobility

Education & Food &

Services Farming

Landscape &

Governance
Character

Local
Economy

Environment




Frequency of Themes

Top Response Themes

Community Life
Recreation & Wellbeing
Infrastructure & Mobility
Local Economy
Education & Services
Housing

Food & Farming
Environment

Governance

Landscape & Character

o
—
o
N
o
w
o

N
o
a1
o
o)
o



What We Heard: Direct Quotes

Values Challenges
* “Breathtaking scenery, historic * “Amenities for attracting young people.”
architecture.” (Bennington) (Arlington)

“Quiet, peaceful, and strong community.”
(Rupert)

“We are all a big family.” (North Bennington)

“Growth opportunities for local
businesses.” (Manchester)

“Solid community groups, get involved!”
(Pownal)

“Small town feel.” (Arlington)

“Limited options for people who don’t
drive.” (Pownal)

“Affordability and housing.” (Manchester)

“Shrinking/aging population.” (North
Bennington)

“Future of rural schools.” (Rupert)

“Nothing to keep young people here after
school.” (Bennington)



Survey Results




Economic Development

Which Types of Jobs Do You Want to See More of in the Region?

Entrepreneurial (starts-ups, small businesses)
Trades/construction

Arts, entertainment, recreation

Healthcare

Education

Manufacturing

Social services

Tourism & hospitality

Agriculture, forestry, fishing

Retail

Other
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Economic Development

Economic Development Challenges

Availability of workforce

Lack of adequate employment opportunities

Lack of workfroce development or vocational training

Lack of support for small businesses and/or entreprenuers

Lack of commericial or industrial space

o
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Economic Development

How would you rate the diversity of the regional economy?

1.00%

‘ = 1 - poor
w2

=3
=4

m 5 - great




Land Use

Where are the best places for our communities to grow?

Village centers

Downtowns

Neighborhoods

Near recreation areas

Major highway corridors

Rural areas

Other
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Land Use

Top priority for growth

Other

Increase recreation,
arts, and cultural
opportunities

/_

Attract new
businesses and
employment
opportunities to
diversify the tax base

Attract new residents
and grow the tax
base

\ Preserve natural
landscapes and rural

character



Transportation

Greatest Transportation Safety Concerns

Lack of adequate sidewalks, bike lanes, and shared-use paths
Speeding/traffic
Poor infrastructure and/or maintenance

Unsafe roads and/or intersections

Other
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Transportation

Importance of Walking/Biking Improvements

More/improved sidewalks
Slower vehicle speeds
More shared-use paths
More bike lanes

More/improved crosswalks
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Transportation

How often do you use regional public transit?

= Never

= Once or twice a year




Transportation

What would make you more likely to use public transit?

Better information on bus routes, schedules
More routes in rural areas

Nothing

More weekend and evening options

On demand service

Other

Better amenities

Improved safety and cleanliness
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Housing

What types of housing are most needed in the region?

Affordable housing

Middle income housing

Apartments

Workforce housing

Accessory dwelling units/tiny homes
Senior housing

Emergency housing/shelters

Market rate housing

Other

Mutti-family housing [
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Housing

Biggest Housing Challenges in the Region

Lack of low/middle income homes

Lack of rental units

Old or blighted housing stock

Homelessness

Need more housing stock in downtown and village centers
Lack of market rate housing

Lack of senior housing and assisted living facilities

Other
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Housing

Barriers to Housing Growth in the Region

Cost to build relative to the market
Access to financing to build housing
Lack of contractors to build housing
State land use regulations
Unavailability of water/sewer utilities
Local land use regulations

Lack of available land for housing

Other
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Public Facilities & Services

Public libraries

Broadband internet

Recreational facilities

Public water and sewer

Public safety

Schools and vocational center

Childcare

Other

Public transportation

0%

What public services do you regularly use?

10%
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Energy & Resilience

Biggest Concern About Energy

» Aesthetic concerns

= Other

= Electric grid reliability
= Climate impacts

» Cost of energy



Energy & Resilience

The Region is Sufficiently Prepared for Natural Disasters and Has the
Resources to Address Them

1%

m Strongly agree
= Agree

= Neutral

= Disagree

= Strongly
disagree




Open-ended

Responses:
What natural
resources do you
value in the
region?

The region’s mountains, rivers, forests,
lakes, and scenic views

Access to outdoor recreation assets such
as hiking trails and bike paths

Green Mountain National Forest

The Battenkill River

Local parks




Open-ended

Responses:
What cultural,
historic, and
recreational
resources do you
value?

Bennington Battle Monument

Bennington Museum

Historic architecture

Local theaters, arts centers, and

libraries




Sense of community, neighborly support during crises

Community spaces and events

Open—ended Natural beauty
ReSpOnseS: Rural character

Greatest
Small-town feel
strengths of the
regiOn Access to outdoor recreation

Proximity to major cities such as Albany, NYC, and

Boston




Housing affordability and availability

Economic stagnation - lack of jobs, low wages,
limited growth

Rosponsos
Responses:

GreateSt Poverty, homelessness, and drug use

challenges of the

Access to public services



Demographics

Relationship to the Region

I live in the region

I work in the region

| own a business in the region
| go to schoolin the region

| often visit the region

Other
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Demographics

Which Municipality Do You Live in?

Bennington
Arlington
Shaftsbury

North Bennington
Sunderland
Pownal

| live outside the Bennington Region
Manchester
Sandgate

Old Bennington
Dorset

Rupert

Stamford

Q
S
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Demographics

How old are you?

4.00% 4.00%

A

=18 -
- 44
w45 -
=60 -

=30

n 75+

= Prefer not to answer

29

59
74

Did You Grow Up in the Region?

= Yes



Other
Demographic
Statistics

84% homeowners
11% renters

Race
* 84% White
* 9.2% preferred not to answer

Gender
* 53.1% Women
* 35.7% Men
* 3% Non-binary
* 8% preferred not to answer

Good income distribution — largest
category was $100K - $149K (24%)




What’s Next?

* Update/draft new sections of the
Regional Plan

* Working sessions with Regional Plan
Advisory Committee

* Submit draft plan to the LURB in April

« Summer/Fall: Public hearings and
adoption

AN

(4 P &

xes 4
'&@f‘“ﬁﬁq; .
e T —-T

13 -
—




	2026 Bennington Regional Plan
	Slide Number 2
	Engagement by the Numbers
	Getting the Word Out…
	Public Events
	Focus Groups
	Idea Posters
	Municipal Meetings
	Engagement Results & Themes
	Dot Voting Results
	What We Heard: Themes
	Frequency of Themes
	What We Heard: Direct Quotes 
	Survey Results
	Economic Development
	Economic Development
	Economic Development
	Land Use
	Land Use
	Transportation
	Transportation
	Transportation
	Transportation
	Housing
	Housing
	Housing
	Public Facilities & Services
	Energy & Resilience
	Energy & Resilience
	Open-ended Responses:�What natural resources do you value in the region?
	Open-ended Responses:�What cultural, historic, and recreational resources do you value?
	Open-ended Responses:�Greatest strengths of the region
	Open-ended Responses:�Greatest challenges of the region
	Demographics
	Demographics
	Demographics
	Other Demographic Statistics
	What’s Next?

