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ENERGY PLANNING AND ACT 174

A What we will be discussing

A Overview of Energy Planning and Section 248
AReview of Municipal Energy Planning  Standards
A Approaches and Support for Developing Municipal Plans

A Not the focus of this discussion
A State policy and plans and the assumptions that underlie them

AThe BCRC draft Regional Energy Plan was presented at two
recent public meetings. While noted as a potentially important
resource document for municipalities, we will not go into it in
great detail today.
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WHY PLAN?

AEnvironmental
Reasons

AEconomic Reasons

ALong -term Energy
Security Reasons




HISTORY OF ENERGY PLANNING IN V

A 2011 Comprehensive Energy Plan

A Pathways to Meeting State Goals: Total Energy Study -
whi ch 1 nformed t hee.

A 2016 Comprehensive Energy Plan

A New Regional Plans intended to provide information for
the next CEP as well as support for municipal planning




VERMONT STATE ENERGY GOALS

A Some statutory, some from the State Comprehensive Energy
Plan. A few examples:

0 25% of all energy consumed in the state through in -state
renewables by 2025

0 Reduce greenhouse gas emissions resulting from energy
gse in Vermont by 50% (of 1990 levels) by 2028 and 75%
y 2050

0 Weatherize 60,000 Vermont housing units by 2017 and
80,000 by 2025

090% of Ver montds tot al energy ne
sources by 2050.




CONNECTING ENERGY

AND PLANNING

A Energy Generation Siting Policy Commission (2013 )

A Solar Siting Task Force (2015)

AAct 174 (2016): Recognizes that energy is a
fundamental consideration when planning for:




Transportation

Housing




Land Use

Economic Development
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A Regional Planning Pilot Projects - Statewide
AEvaluate current energy use

ASet regional targets for:
A Energy conservation and alternative energy use
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Energy generation




Develop specific strategies for

A Conservation and efficiency in heating and cooling buildings

A Reduced reliance on gas and diesel vehicles and more efficient
land use and transportation systems

A Electricity conservation and local distributed generation

AAnNd, as part of the strategies
related to electricity, ldentify
energy resources and areas with
the potential for renewable energy
development
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OVERVIEW

Questions?

www.rekruitin.com ReKruiTIn.com



Enhanced

ACT 174 | eneroy
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ACT 174 - SUMMARY

A Act 174 establishes a set of optional municipal and
regional energy planning standards.

A Standards developed by DPS in November 2016

A Communities that meet the standards will receive a
oDet er mi mfaBnerngy Compl i anceodo ( a
process and approval from t he o
have been doing for many years) and

Ad Sub st adaferéneel 6 under 248cti on




SUBSTANTIAL DEFERENCE

Due Consideration Substantial Deference

St atute ca s for oDPefmed in Statute:
t n

|
consi der at i .0 Does n ot def i ne
what odue c nsidera@)itohnaﬂ'séa o and con
Asslign winetier e FoE oF e measure or specific policy
Courts are the ultimate arbiter. . :
shall be applied in

accordance with its terms
- uneles_s t_here IS a clear_and

conhvincing demonstration

that other factors

I
0
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The SCOV indicated that the PSB
only has to give
consideration to the
recommendations of the

municipal and regional planning affecting the general

commissions in deciding [if] the good of the State

project will not unduly interfere outweigh the application

with the orderly development of of t he measur e 0

the region . 6



STANDARD OF REVIEW

AStatl_Jtory Planning Goal: To make efficient use of energy,
provide for the development of renewable energy
resources, and reduce emissions of greenhouse gases.

A(A) General strategies for achieving these goals include
increasing the energy efficiency of new and existing buildings;
identifying areas suitable for renewable energy generation;
encouraging the use and development of renewable or lower
emission energy sources for electricity, heat, and transportation;
and reducing transportation energy demand and single
occupancy vehicle use.

A (B) Specific strategies and recommendations for achieving these
goals are identified in the State energy plans prepared under 30
V.S.A. 88 202 and 202b .

A All sections of plan will be considered and policies must
be consistent throughout the plan

A Determination Standards for energy compliance




BASIC REQUIREMENTS

AlLocally adopted and regionally approved plan

A Energy Plan as defined in 24 V.S.A. §4348a(a)( 3): can
be an expansion of the existing section or a new energy
plan formally incorporated by reference

A Key Components

AAnalysis and Targets
APathways (Implementation Actions)

ASiting Considerations and Mapping




ACT 174
SUMMARY

Questions?




ANALYSIS AND

TARGET STANDARDS




ANALYSIS AND TARGETS

A Plan must contain an analysis of the following across all
energy sectors (electric, thermal, transportation):

AResources
ANeeds
AScarcities
ACosts
AProblems

ADPSguidance available at their website (and through
BCRC)

A BCRC will have town -level estimates of current energy
use and future projections across all sectors by May







