
 

Bennington County Regional Commission 

 
 

MINUTES  

  

Thursday -  July 21, 2022  

5:30 PM  

Lake Paran – North Bennington  

  
Present:  Sheila Kearns, Paul Myers, Camille Kauffman, Stacey Trudo, Sara Pelkey, Christine Hallquist, Andrew 

McKeever, Tim Scoggins, Dan Monks, Cat Bryars, Kelly Barton, Michael Fernandez, Rich Zoppel, Lydia Stevens, 

Cinda Morse, Dana Rozycki, Flavio Jiminez, Charlie Rockwell, John LaVecchia, John LaVecchia, Jr.  

  

Staff:  Jim Henderson, Scott Grimm-Lyon, Callie Fishburn, Jim Sullivan, Jonathan Cooper, Mark Anders, Amanda 

Stevens, Bill Colvin, Josh Kirschner 

  

After enjoying a meal prepared by Jim Henderson, Scott Grimm-Lyon, and Callie Fishburn, the meeting was 

called to order at 6:05 PM.  

  

I.                  Minutes of March and May 2022 Meetings  

  

Motion (Morse):  Approve as presented.  Second by Monks.  Passed unanimously.  

  

II.                Lake Paran Programming  

  

Presentation (attached) by Camille Kauffman of Paran Recreations.  Camille Kauffman, currently VISTA 

for Lake Paran and soon to begin as Director of Paran Recreations, presented an overview of the 

facilities, resources, and programs offered at the Lake.  Strong focus on outdoor recreation as well as 

outdoor education.  Many summer camp programs and every effort made to ensure they are affordable 

and accessible to all.  Bennington College faculty and students participate in programs.    

  

Paran Recreations also has been cooperating with Bennington College through their Mellon Grant to 

focus on Food Justice.  The facility’s kitchen is used in the off-season to support various food access and 

education programs – with Bennington College, Shires Housing, Highland Hall Gardens, and others.  



  

Paran Recreations also has worked with the BCRC and the Bennington County Conservation District on 

conservation initiatives.  Ongoing efforts to control invasive aquatic vegetation.  

  

Events:  stone skipping competition, fireworks, polar plunge, and other community activities, plus 

facilities are available to be rented for private events. 

  

Jim Henderson discussed environmental projects, existing and proposed, on Lake Paran and  

Paran Creek.  

  

III.              Broadband Deployment in Bennington County  

  

Christine Hallquist, Director of the Vermont Community Broadband Board, discussed efforts to expand 

broadband coverage throughout the state.  Noted challenges associated with rural nature of the state – 

difficult business proposition requiring public support.  Covid pandemic demonstrated just how critical is 

internet connectivity, especially because many underserved households are low-moderate income.  

  

Christine recognized the work of the BCRC, Southern Vermont CUD, and Consolidated Communications 

in making great advances in the region.  $350 million + committed to get this work done statewide; 

CUDs are able to access the remaining funds needed to build viable plans, often working with businesses 

like Consolidated.  

  

State has stocked up on fiber to keep the process moving forward.  Sheila Kearns from the SVT CUD 

added information about the relationship between the fiber extensions and existing cable-based 

services.  In response to a question, discussed “starlink” satellite technology and its limitations relative 

to fiber.  

  

Stacey Trudo, Sara Pelkey, and Kelly Barton presented information about Consolidated’s (Fidium Fiber) 

work in the area (summary sheet of services and products attached).  Discussed public outreach and 

sponsorship of community events.  In response to a question, discussed plans and schedules for serving 

rural communities in the CUD.    

  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:05 PM.  

 



Lake Paran: Updates and Happenings

Camille Kauffman,
Outreach Coordinator/AmeriCorps VISTA



Lake Paran: Recreation and Outdoor Education
Our mission is to be stewards of the local environment and bring the natural beauty of 

Southern Vermont to people of all backgrounds, while also providing healthy, outdoor fun!
*Filling the gap outdoor education programs in the Bennington area since the closure of One World Conservation 
Center in 2018.



Outdoor Education



Con’t



Food Justice



Con’t



Conservation



Con’t



Thank you!

Questions?

lakeparanvista@gmail.com
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